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Talvised laulupeod
Otepaal.

1998. aasta sugis sai Eesti Suusaliidu inimestele vagagi
intrigeerivaks. Venemaa suusajuhid olid teatanud FIS-i
peakorterisse, et nad ei suuda korraldada 1999. aasta jaanuari
planeeritud murdmaa MK etappi. Loomulikult oli see peavalu
eelkdige toonasele FIS-i murdmaajuhile Bengt-Erik Bengtssonile,
kelle otsingumootor jai, tllatus-ullatus, peatuma Eestil ja Tehvandil.
Voiksime ju tdna tagantjarele kusida, mis olid selle otsuse
tagamaad.Eks koéike seda saab kaeshoitavast trikisest lugeda,
lehitsedes Kaarel Zilmeri toimetatud ja paljude asjaosaliste
kirjutatud mottekatkeid, kuid mulle tundub, et kdige tédhtsamaks
kujunesid sellise tosise ettevotmise juures ikkagi inimeste
omavahelised otsesuhted, usaldusvahekord ja piiritu andumine
pustitatud eesmargi nimel.

ESL inimesed olid ju aastaid unistanud kaaluka rahvus-
vahelise suusavdistluse korraldusdiguse saamisest Eestisse. Olid
omandatud kogemused Tartu maratoni ja Suverulli organiseeri-
misega ning kdik see polnud FIS-i ametnikele markamata jaanud.
Voistluspaigas Tehvandil oli vastava raskusastmega radade
ehitamiseks piisavalt head suusamaastikku, kuid tunnistagem, et
spordikeskusel puudusid kaasaegne rajatehnika ja lumekahurid
ning ka professionaalne korraldusmeeskond.

Meil oli isna hagune ettekujutus ka tippvoistluste korraldamise
rahalisest kiljest, kuigi Suverullist oli juba saanud Saku Suverull ja
ESL oli alustanud oma sponsorsisteemi loomisega. Siin tulid
korraga mangu hoopis rohkemate nullidega numbrid...Samas oli
ka midagi lootustandvat - meie tipud Andrus ja Jaak olid oma
tormihoiatuse andnud just 1998 a. Nagano olimpial. Suurde
mangu oli sekkumas taas Kristina, kelle ,rahvuslik rangluu” jattis
meid olimpial kill ilma esimesest murdmaa oliimpiamedalist.

Aga kas polnud aasta 1999 veel ikkagi liialt enneaegne?
Tagantjarele tark olles ja tédna teades, milliseid ressursse ja
kogemusi MK etapi korraldamiseks vaja on, oli tdesti tegemist tisna
hulljulge otsusega. Seda enam, et I6pliku otsuse langetamise ajal,
1998. aasta I6pupaevil oli maa must ning vdistlusteni jai vaid
soojavditu nadal. Mdistsime aga siis juba, et taoline FIS-i
pakkumine on niivord selge tulevikuinvesteering.

Tana aga saame tddeda, et tanu 11 aastat tagasi tehtud
otsusele on meil vbimalik rédkida Euroopa Uhest kaunimaks
tdusvast spordikeskusest, talvise laulupeo nime saanud Otepaa
MK etapist. Koéik need vdistlused on olulised peatiikid Eesti
suusatamise eduloos. Seda tanu peakorraldajale ning tema
teamile, EV Valitsuse toetusele, sponsoritele, tuhandetele
suusasopradele ja poidlahoidjatele ning eelkdige Kristinale,
Andrusele ja Jaagule, kelle medalid ja vdidud on andnud jéudu
paljudele eestimaalastele tublid olla.

Tanavusel olimpiahooajal vd06-
rustab Alar Arukuuse teflonmeeskond
niisiis  kimnendat korda maailma
parimaid suusatajaid ja suusasdpru
me peame oma esimest juubelit. See
kohustab korraks pilku tagasi heitma,
mida on kdige parem teha selle
vaikese raamatu naol.

Huvitavat lugemist!

Toomas Savi
Eesti Suusaliidu
president

Wintertime Song Festivals
in Otepaa

The autumn of 1998 turned out intriguing for the people of the
Estonian Ski Association (ESA). Russian ski executives had
notified the FIS headquarters that they could not host the planned
Cross Country World Cup in January 1999. Of course this was a
headache for the former Cross Country Manager of FIS, Bengt-Erik
Bengtsson, whose search results, surprise-surprise, picked out
Estonia and Tehvandi. Today, we might ask, what were the
backgrounds of this decision? You can read all about it from the
publication currently in your hand. It contains the thoughts
expressed by many of the people involved, edited by Kaarel Zilmer,
but for me it seems that the most important factors have always
been related with direct relationships between people, terms of trust
and unconditional devotion towards reaching the goals.

Already for years the people from ESA had dreamed about
obtaining the rights for hosting a major international ski competition
in Estonia. The experience gained from organising Tartu Maraton
and Suverull had not been left unnoticed by the FIS officials. The
venue Tehvandi had sufficient amount of good skiing landscape
suitable for building ski tracks at proper difficulty levels, but one had
to admit that the sports centre lacked modern track preparation
equipment, snow cannons as well as a professional organisational
team. We had seen World Cup events only through Estonian
Television (ETV), but still, on the positive side, ETV had engaged a
considerable audience who were interested in skiing. It is one thing
to see, but totally another to bring the major event to existence!

In addition that we had only a pretty vague idea about the
financial side of organising a World Cup event, although Suverull
had already become Saku Suverull and ESA had started to set up its
own sponsoring system. Atthat point, the game had been brought to
a totally new level...At the same time, a beam of hope, our
professional skiers Andrus Veerpalu and Jaak Mae had delivered
their "storm warning" at the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympic Games.
Kristina Smigun, whose "national collarbone" had deprived us from
the first cross country skiing Olympic gold medal, was re-engaging
in the big game and focused even more on trying harder on the new
winter season. Furthermore starting from her home yard...

But wasn't 1999 a bit premature? Based on the wisdom gained
later on and knowing today, what kind of resources and experience
organising a World Cup event requires, it really was a daring
decision. Even more so, at the time of the final decision, during the
last days of 1998, the ground was black and weather predictions for
the week of competition forecasted quite high temperatures. And
we knew that the offer from FIS was a clear investment for the future
and refusal would have equalled with burying our dreams for who
knows for how many decades.

Today we should recognize the fact that thanks to the decision
made 11 years ago, we can now talk about one of Europe's most
beautiful sports centres, about Otepaa World Cup event that has
been called wintertime song festival. All of these events are
important chapters in the success-story of Estonian skiing. That is
all thanks to the main organiser and his team, the support of the
Government of the Estonian Republic, sponsors, thousands of ski
fans and backers, and especially Kristina, Andrus and Jaak, whose
medals and victories have given the motivation to improve for many
Estonians.

So this Olympic season, for the tenth time, Alar Arukuuse's
“teflon team” is hosting the best skiers and ski fans of the world - we
are celebrating our first decennial. We are obliged to take a look
back and for this purpose this little book in your hand was prepared.

We wish you an interesting reading!

Toomas Savi
President of the Estonian Ski Association
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Otepda MK algaastasse sulvides voib vaid tddeda, et
moéned arengud kaisid nii kiiresti, et igat fakti, otsust voi
tavaparast tegevust on niud pisut enam kui viie aasta tagant
paris raske tapselt paika panna. Samamoodi ei suuda Otepaa
MK “ristisa“ ja FIS-i pikaaegne murdmaajuht Bengt-Erik
Bengtsson tapselt maaratleda, millal laks idanema méte
Otepaast kui voimalikust voistluskohast. “Aga nii nagu te vabaks
saite ja mangu tulite — laks see teema ju liikvele” sbnas ta kord
Karupesas kohvitassi taga neid asju arutades. Temasugusel
pika strateegia mehel ei jadnud miski maailma suusatamises
markamata. Killap ka need margid, mis kandusid FIS-i
peakorterisse Tartu maratonist vdi Suverullist. Aga siinsete
asjade edasimineku tunnistajaks sattus ka tema kolleeg
kahevoistluse leerist — legendaarne Ullrich Wehling, kes andis
vbimaluse kahevdistluse kaudu Nuustakut tutvustada. Siiani
seisab meeles tema liihike kokkuvote parast esimest Tehvandi
kahevoistluse voistlust — “Pagana pihta — siin kannataks midagi
suurematki ette votta!” Kui tema vaimusilmas terendasid ikkagi
90 meetri magi ja selle kaudu avanevad vdimalused, siis samas
koitis teda eriti kogu see miljod, mis Otepaal neil paevil valitses.

Ka tollast koikvoimalikul tasandil lobbytddd ja seda ukstaspuha
kelle kaudu, on praegu raske rida realt kokku panna. Eks
sportlikku sara lisasid Otepaa tuntusele tippuriihkivad oed
Smigunid ja kindlasti meeste tipuheitlusse sekkuvad séidud
Nagano olimpial, aga eestlaste medalipaevad Ramsaus ei
olnud veel tulnud! Nii et tilk siit, tilk sealt ...

Pika strateegia mees Bengtsson oli samas aga FIS-i reeglistiku
kammitsais ja selle jargi teadis ta lausa peast, mis kuulub
Norrale, muule Skandinaaviale ja palju peab vdistlema Kesk-
Euroopas ning ka seda, et Venemaa saab alati oma tippvoistluse.
Et aga MK etapp kelleltki ara vétta, siis selleks polnud lihtsalt
varianti, ehkki Eesti asjad paistsid tha enam lootustandvamad.

Ja nagu ikka — vdib mingi sindmus vallandada jargmised. Nii
paneb Uhel 1998.aasta sugispaeval venelaste MK korralda-
misest loobumise faks Bengtssoni kukalt kratsima. Ent kohe
hakkavad tal paastvad ideed tekkima — kui 6ige hdikaks appi
need vahe sinisiimsed eestlased! Samale faksipaberile tuleb
ajalooline lause ‘It is too early to take over?”. Mis sest, et need
Usna hullud eestlased on nuud pisut tagasi tdmbunud ja réagivad
oma voistlusesoovist kuskil 2001 aasta paiku.

Kuskil nadala parast on Bengtsson juba Tehvandi tdusul, kuulab
Arukuuske ja Uba Toomast, uurib kindluse mottes ka Alaverilt
Uht-teist ja juba kolm kuud hiljem —jaanuarikuu 5. paeval antakse
Tehvandil ka FIS-i jaoks unustamatu suusaetendus.

Nagu ikka voistluse jarel oodatakse Bengtssoni kui peamehe
arvamust. Aga mees, kes keerelnud paigast paika, katelnud
kuningaid ja linnapaid, kirunud ménigi kord ilma ja salamisi ka
korraldajaid, on seekord napp aga 166v — “Mis siin éelda - kui
Aleksandro Vanoil (Itaalia peatreeneril, tuntud protsessijal — K.Z)
ei ole (ihtki pretensiooni, siis on see ime. Ja Otepédél on see ime
Juhtunud*.

By delving into the beginning years of Otepaa World Cup, it can
only be admitted that there were few developments that
happened so quickly that it is difficult to place every fact, decision
or ordinary activity now after the passing of more than five years.
It is also difficult for Bengt-Erik Bengtsson, the “godfather” of
Otepaa World Cup and along-time cross-country leader of FIS, to
determine precisely when the idea about Otepaa as a possible
venue for the competition was born. “As soon as you became
independent and a part of the game, the topic started to circulate”
he said once, discussing the matter in Karupesa Hotel with a cup
of coffee in his hand. For a long-strategy man like him nothing in
the world of skiing was left unnoticed: probably also the signs that
were spread to the headquarters of FIS from Tartu Marathon or
Suverull (international summer competition — running/rollerskiing
— for skiers). However, another witness of the progress of things
here was his colleague of Nordic combined — the legendary
Ullrich Wehling, who provided the opportunity to introduce
Nuustaku (Otepaa) through Nordic combined. We still remember
his brief summary after the first Nordic combined competition at
Tehvandi —“ Damn — this place could stand even more major
events!” When he saw in his mind’s eye the 90-metre hill and
opportunities offered by that, it was also the whole atmosphere at
Otepaa on these days that fascinated him.

Itis also difficult to make a precise summary of all the lobby work
done at that time on all levels and through all persons possible. A
certain athletic glow to the fame of Otepaa were adding the
Shmigun sisters on their way to the top and certainly the men with
their top performance at Nagano Olympic Games, however the
Estonians’ medal days in Ramsau were still to come! So it was a
little from here and a little from there ...

The long-strategy man Bengtssson was restrained by the rules of
FIS at the same time and, because of that, he knew by heart what
belonged to Norway and the rest of Scandinavia, how many
competitions there should be held in Central Europe, and that
Russia always had its top competition. There was no variant to
take a world cup stage away from a country, although things in
Estonialooked more and more promising.

As always — one event may give rise to the next ones. A fax
arriving on one autumn day and announcing that the Russians
withdrew from organising a world cup made Bengtsson scratch
his head. Nevertheless, saving ideas started coming to his head
at once — why not ask help from the slightly naive Estonians! On
the same fax paper there appears the historic sentence “Is it too
early to take over?*. It did not matter that the crazy Estonians had
restrained themselves a bit and spoke of their wish to organise a
competition around the year 2001.

After about a week, Bengtsson was already at the Tehvandi rise,
listening to Arukuusk and Toomas Uba and asking things form
Alaver to be certain, and already three months later — on the 5th
day of January, an unforgettable ski show was organised for FIS
at Tehvandi.

As always after a competition, Bengtsson’s as the lead man’s
opinion was waited for. However, a man who had stirred from one
place to another, shaken hands with kings and mayors, many a
times sworn the weather and secretly also organisers, said this
time scarce but catching words —“ What is there to say — when
Aleksandro Vanoi (the Italian chief coach, a well-know litigant —
K.Z) has no complaints, it is a miracle. And here, at Otep&a, the
miracle has happened. *
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Otepaa MK etapp 1999: taust ja toimumislugu

Taust: Labi aastate on mul olnud Eesti ja eestlastega vaga
head suhted. Kodik algas juba 1980. a Murmanskis, kui ma olin
Rootsi meeskonna kapten. Seal viibis ka meeskond Eestist, mis
oli sel ajal osa Néukogude Liidust. Kuna ma oskan veidi soome
keelt, dpetasid nad mulle, kuidas teha venelastega soovi korral
tol ajal vaga levinud pisiari nagu mutside vahetamine vms.
Eestlased liikusid koikjal rihmana, seljas kampsunid 1978. aasta
Lahti Skandinaavia karikavoistlustelt. Meeskonna parimad olid
Arne Sirel ja Uno Leist. Maletan sellest vdistlusest veel, et vene
pealtvaatajad likkasid oma parimat sportlast viimasel tusul
edasi, et ta voidaks sbidu ja saaks maratonis esimeseks
rahvusvahelise klassi sportlaseks.

Hiljem, kui raudne eesriie langes ja eestlased said iseseisva
rahvusena osaleda 1992. a Albertville'i olimpial, oli neil kaks
tugevat kahevoistlejat - Allar Levandi ja Ago Markvardt. Maletan
ténaseni ajakirjanikke Lembitu Kuuset ja Toomas Uba ning
nende kurbust, kui Allar Levandi tuli kuuendaks, jaades koigest
sekunditega ilma medalist.

Jargmisel korral puutusin Eestiga kokku Faluni 1993. a
maailmakarika etapil, kui tollane olimpiakomitee esimees Arnold
Green kutsus mind vastuvotule. Maletan noort (16-aastast)
Kristina Smiguni Elmo Kassiniga tantsimas ja seda, kuidas
suusaliidu peasekretar Kaarel Zilmer utles: ,Temast saab taht,
aga ta edeneb samm-sammult.”

Niiiid aga toimumisloo juurde:

1998. aasta augusti I6pus sain kirja Anatoli V. Akentjevilt,
Vene murdmaasuusatamise komitee esimehelt ja FIS-i ndukogu
liikmelt, milles seisis: "Vabandust, aga majandusraskuste t6ttu ei
saa me korraldada maailmakarika etappi RaubitSis 05.01.1999.”

Mul tuli mdte voétta Uhendust Kaarel Zilmeriga Eestist.
Helistasin talle, rd&kisin oma murest ning avaldasin arvamust, et
see oleks lausa sensatsioon, kui vaike ja vaene Eesti suudaks
suurelt véimsalt Venemaalt votta Ule karikasarja vdistluse.

Raskeks laheb, arvas Zilmer, kuid palus mul edastada FIS-i
ametlik péérdumine, mida kasutada kodustel labiraakimistel.
Kirjutasin dokumendile KONFIDENT-SIAALNE ja saatsin teele.
10. septembril helistas mulle Kaarel Zilmer ja (tles: ,Me
puuame!l!” Voistluspaigaks pidi saama Otepaa, mille keskuse
Pentagoni ehitasid venelased, kes kasutasid seda meistri-
voistluste eelseteks eritreeninguteks. Ma pidin sinna kiiresti koos
ametliku kinnituse andmise digustega eksperdiga kohale sbitma.

21. septembril saabusin koos PO Bostromiga Rootsist ja
oma isikliku abilise Solveigiga Otepaale. Jaime sinna kolmeks
paevaks ja viisime lisaks radade planeerimisele |abi ka koolituse
maailmakarika etapi organiseerija kohustuste osas. Koik laks
ladusalt ning ma maletan siiani asjaga seotud inimesi nagu Tiit
Pekk, Alar Arukuusk, Ulle Viinapuu ja Andres Bergmann.
Ettevalmistused jatkusid, neist vottis osa isegi Eesti valitsus, ent
akitselt havitasid soe ilm ja tugevad tuuled osa lumest ning
sealkandis elava Kristina Smiguni teated vdistlustingimuste
kohta joulusprintide ajal olid arevust-tekitavaid. Staadionil olid
lausa pardid ujunud.

Eesti on vaike riik ja kogu selle rahvas soovis, et vdistlus
ikkagi toimuks. Appi kutsuti soédurid ja Otepaale saabus
vabatahtlikke Ule kogu Eesti.

Paljudel inimestel polnud isegi labidat, nad kandsid lund
paljaste katega. Laupaeval, 2. jaanuaril, saabusime vdistlus-
paika enam-vahem otse sprindivdistlustelt Kitzbihlist, Austriast.
Termomeetrinait oli miinus 4 kraadi Celsiuse jargi. Nagime koik,
millist meeletut t66d on tehtud. Tavaliselt osaleb ava-
tseremoonial Usna vahe inimesi, aga Otepaal tekkis
voistluseelsel 6htul tunne, et kohal on kogu Eesti rahvas ja
ergutushiided ei tahtnud vaibuda kui staadionile tuli Eesti
meeskond.

Obsel sadas lund, aga see oli kiillaltki ohtlik, sest maapind



Bengt Erik Bengtsson

oli jaine. Meeleolu oli tlev ja jallegi ei tahtnud publiku ovatsioonid
lakata, kui oma esimesele poodiumikohale astus Kristina
Smigun, olles (htlasi noore ja varske Eesti riigi esimene
sportlane, kes sellega hakkama sai. Siinkohal tuleb siiski
markida, et nii tema ema Rultt kui isa Anatoli olid Néukogude ajal
noorte karikavdistluste voditjad. Otepaad maailmakarika etapi
voitsid tookord aga Espen Bjervig ja Bente Martinsen, mélemad
Norrast.

Telellekanne oli suureparane ja meie sportlaste kdneisik,

olimpiavditia Vegard Ulvang vdis FIS-i murdmaasuusatamise
komiteele ette kanda, et kdik sportlased tahavad jargmisel aastal
taas Otepaale minna, ning nii on see jaanud.

Tanan teid, Otepaa ja Eesti, ning edu tulevastel taliolimpia-
mangudel!

Bengt Eric Bengtsson
FIS-i murdmaasuusatamise juht 1984 - 2004

Otepaa WCup 1999 case — background and story

Background: During the years | had a very good contact with
Estonia.lt started already 1980 in Murmansk when | was team
captain for a Swedish team. Also at Murmansk was a team from
Estonia, which at this time was a part of CCCP. As | speak some
Finnish they taught me how to deal with Russians if you wanted
to do small business like changing caps etc, which was very
popular.The Estonians were all the time together as a group
wearing pullovers from SWC in Lahti 1978.The best ones in the
group were Arne Sirel and Uno Leist. And | remember that
Russian spectators were pushing their best athlete in the last
uphill so that he could win the race and be merited as a
Sportsman of the first international class in the marathon race.

Later on when the iron curtain was swept away and the
Estonians were allowed to start as a nation of its own at the
OWG in Albertville 1992, we had two good Nordic combined
athletes; Allar Levandi and Ago Markvardt and | still remember
the journalists, Lembitu Kuuse and Toomas Uba and their
sadness as Allar Levandi was number 6 just a few seconds from
amedal.

The next time | had contact with Estonia was at the WSC in
Falun 1993 where | was invited to a party by the PresidentArnold
Green. | remember the young (16 years old) Kristina Smigun
dancing with EImo Kassin and that the General Secretary,
Kaarel Zilmer, said “She will be a star but she will come step by
step”.

Now to the story:

At the end of August 1998 | got a letter from Anatolij V.
Akentjev , the president of the Russian Cross-Country
Committee and member of the FIS Council, with the main
content: "I am sorry but due to economical difficulties we
cannot organize the WC competition in Raubichi 05.01 1999".

Now | got an idea: why not contact Kaarel Zilmer in Estonia.
| phoned Kaarel Zilmer and told him of the problem and that it
would be a sensation if the small and poor Estonia could take
over a World Cup competition from the big and wealthy Russia.

It will be difficult, Mr. Zilmer said, but send me an official
paper from FIS that | can use at our negotiations at home. | wrote
CONFIDENTIAL on the paper and sentit.

September 10th, Kaarel Zilmer phoned and said - we will
try!!l The place will be Otepaa with the main training center
called Pentagon built by the Russians who used it for their
training especially before championships, but you must take a
homologation expert with you and come soon.

September 21st | was there together with PO Bostréom from
Sweden and my personal assistant, Solveig. We stayed for
three days and made not only the tracks but also carried out an
education of the main officials concerning the duties of a World
Cup organizer. Everything went very smooth and | remember
persons like Tiit Pekk, Alar Arukuusk, Ylle Viinapuu, President
Andres Bergmann being involved.

The preparations went on and also the Estonian
government took part - but suddenly warm weather in
combination with strong winds took parts of the snow away and
we got alarming reports concerning resorts of the Christmas
sprints from Kristina Smigun who lived in the village. Even ducks
were swimming in the stadium.

Estonia is a small country but it was a will from the whole

nation to carry out the competitions. Soldiers were required and
volunteers from all Estonia came to Otepaa.
Some of the people did not even get a shovel but used their bare
hands to transport the snow. Saturday January 2nd we came
more or less directly from the sprint competitions in Kitzbuehl
(AUT). It was -4 degrees C. We could all see the immense work
thathad been done.

Normally the opening ceremonies are organized for quite
small groups but here in Otepaa the night before the race you
got a feeling that all Estonia was present and the ovations had
no limits when the Estonian team entered the arena. In the night
there came snow but it was quite dangerous as the ground was
very icy.

The atmosphere was very high and again the ovations had
no limits when Kristina Smigun took her and the young and new
Estonia’s first place ever on the podium. However it is to be
mentioned here that her mother Rutt and father Anatolij both
were World Junior champions during the Soviet era. The
winners now were Espen Bjervig and Bente Martinsen, both
NOR.

The TV production was excellent and our coordinator for
the athletes, the Olympic Champion Vegard Ulvang could report
to the FIS Cross-Country Committee that all athletes wanted to
go back to Otepaa every year and so has the case been.

Thank you Otepé&é and Estonia and good luck in the upcoming
Olympic Winter games!

Bengt Erik Bengtsson
FIS Cross Country Race Director 1984 - 2004
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Elus kipub minema nii, et kui midagi vaga soovida, siis voib see
ka korda minna. Just taoliselt kais ka suusaetenduste teise
etteastega 2001. aastal.

Juba ménda hooaega oli FIS ikalendripoliitikas olnud uus joon ja
hakati korraldama MK vaistlusi vahetult enne tiitlivbistlusi. Lahti
MM oli oma téahtaegadega paigas ja sinna ette pidi asetuma n.6.
MM- eelmanguna tks MK etapp. Ja siis tekkis ka mote - miks ei
vOiks see olla Otepaal, seda enam, et Lahtisse on siit Gisna llihike
reis.

Koik sujus ka Eesti Suusaliidu tehtud lobbytd6s - meie otsuse
taha asusid P6hjamaade suusaliidud ja mis eriti tahtis — mjus
toetus tuli alles vdistlusrajad jatnud Vegard Ulvangilt. Ka paari
aasta tagused positiivsed Nuustaku kogemused tulid
suusarahval meelde.

Kevadine kalendrikonverents pidi saama viimaseks lavepakuks.
Sealgi laks esimese ringi lugemine meile nii soodsalt, et vaid
formaalse punkti pidi kalender saama jargmise hommiku istungil.
Ja siis akki astusid areenile mingid joud — juba 6htul hakkas
ringlema paber, kus Otepada kohal seisis Kuopio. Kdige
kidakeelsem oli seejuures selgituste andmisega Soome Suusaliit
eesotsas oma presidendiga. Pdhjanaabrite arvestus osutus aga
nigelaks —ridamisi tekkis erinevatel riikidel nurin sellise vahetuse
kohta ja I6puks tuli punkt Ulvangilt— Otep&é ja koik !

Niisugune oli teise suusaetenduse eellugu, mis vagisi kippus
meilt dra votma suusamaailma ulima tahelepanu keskpunkti.
Kohale tuligi pea et kogu maailma eliit, kes mitmeid nadalaid
kodustes voistluskarusellides vormi trimminud ja seda saabus
jahtima ka pressi tippseltskond. Tehvandi tdusu vétmise hoo jargi
prognoositi juba Lahti MM-i medaleid. Selles kaheteistkiimnenda
tunni seisundis paistis paranevat ka meie meeste minek.

Meenutades veel korraks vdistluspaeva karget hommikut lumiste
rajakoridoridega ja hilisema kompromissitu heitlusega jaab vaid
rédmu tunda, et see koik sai siiski teoks. Usun , et enamusele ei
meenu enam vdistluseeelse 6htu — vihm ja pori. Oine
ilmapdoramine ja kahutamine tegi hommikuks Tehvandist
tippareeni.

Kdll oleks hea siinkohal punkt panna vai siis radkida ainult sellest,
kuidas hiliem veel Lahtist ilmameistri tiitel Eestisse toodi. Aga
kahjuks leiti Otepaa suusaetenduse kulisside tagant hiljem asju,
mis ei mustanud mitte ainult Lahti MM- i vaid tahtsid vahepeal
isegi Nuustaku kaasa vedada. Nagu uurimine selgitas, toimetati
juba siis, sel kaunil hommikul Karupesa kandis asju, mis
vallandasid suusaspordis tanaseni lainetavad dopingu-
skandaalid. Nii et MM-i eelmangu mangiti ka nii ja Otepaa
meepoti suunas suudeti paras kulbitéais ehtsat suusatbrva
laigatada. Kahju, et Lahtis nii kais, aga énneks oli just Tehvandi
suusaetenduse ajaks veel vorratut paikest ja tunti siirast rddmu.

In life it is often so that if you wish something very hard it may
succeed. This was the case with the second ski show in 2001.

In the calendar policy of FIS there had been a new trait for quite a
time and, therefore, it was started to organise world cup
competitions immediately before title competitions. The dates for
the World Championships in Lahti were established, whereas
they had to be preceded by a world cup stage as a so-called
prologue to the world championships. And there was the idea —
why could it not be at Otepaa, the more that it is only a short
journey from here to Lahti.

Everything went smoothly also in the lobby work done by the
Estonian Ski Association our decision was supported by ski
associations in the Nordic countries and, which is more important
influential support came from Vegard Ulvang, who had recently
quit competing. The world of skiing also remembered the positive
experience at Nuustaku few years ago.

The spring calendar conference had to become the last threshold
there. The first-round reading was so favourable to us that the
calendar had to be finally decided at the session held the
following morning without any problems. And then, suddenly,
some forces appeared on the scene — already in the evening a
paper started to circulate where Otepaa had been replaced by
Kuopio. The most tight-lipped persons to offer any explanations
on the matter were the Finnish Ski Association and its president.
However, the calculation by our northern neighbours proved
weak — different countries expressed their discontent with the
replacement and, finally, Ulvang made the final decision —
Otepéaé and discussion finished'!

This was what preceded the second ski show and tried to move
the focus of the highest attention of the world of skiing away from
us. The elite from nearly around the world, who had trained their
shape in competitions at home for several weeks already, and
also the top company of the press, attended the show. By the
speed of the sportsmen on taking the rise at Tehvandi, already
medals for the World Championships in Lahti were predicted. By
the twelfth hour before the World Championships, the going of
our men seemed to be improving as well.

By reminding once again the crisp morning of the day of the
competition with the snowy track corridors and the later
uncompromised struggle, all we can do is to feel happiness that it
all came true. | believe that most of us do not remember anymore
the rain and mud in the evening before the competition. The
change of weather during the night and a slight freeze made
Tehvandi a top arena by the morning.

How good it would be to stop at this point or to talk only about how
the gold medal was later brought to Estonia from Lahti. However,
unfortunately, from behind the curtains of the ski show of Otepaa,
there were later discovered things that did not soil only the
reputation of the World Championships in Lahti but tried to bring
Nuustaku down as well. As investigation revealed, on that
beautiful morning, around Karupesa there were matters in
progress that gave rise to doping scandals still alive in ski sports.
Thus, the prologue of the World Championships was played also
that way and a ladleful of genuine ski tar was spilt towards the
honey pot of Otepaa. It is a pity that things went this way in Lahti,
however, luckily there was still enough magnificent sun for
Tehvandi ski show, and people felt sincere happiness.
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Kus on lumi? Where is snow?

Bente Thomas
Skari
Virpi Noa; Olga Per Alz%a;rd Janne
Kuitunen Danilova Elofsson Immonen
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Tiit Pekk

Tiit Pekk
Chief of competition

Otepaa MK etapp
suusatamise laiema
arengu foonil

Otepaa on oma 10 MK etapi jooksul olnud aktiivne
partner FIS-le nii uute formaatide katsetamisel kui ka sprindi
arengus.

Esimesed kaks duritust MK sarjas olid Uhep&evased
lihikesed klassikadistantsid. See oli aeg, mil meie véimalus
programmi mdjutada oli minimaalne — vdtsime vastu mida
FIS-st meile pakuti. Samuti toimusid esimesed etapid Ule
aasta—kalendris lihtsalt ei olnud meie jaoks veel oma kohta.

2002. a. ei toimunud meil MK etappi, kill aga
korraldasime Skandinaavia karikavoistluste raames
voistluse, kus teist korda maailmas testiti suusavahetusega
soitu. Paar kuud hiljem debuteeris suusavahetusega séit juba
MK raames Falunis, olles kaasa votnud nii ménegi 6ppetunni
Otepaalt.

2003. aastast oleme juba igal aastal MK kalendris.
Uhisstardi kdrgmaania ajal saime kaks korda ka seda formaati
proovida. Suusatajad alles Oppisid endi jaoks uudsel
voistlusel tiimitaktikat. Siinkohal peab tunnistama, et
tiimitaktika ei ole siiani tugevalt Ghisstartides juurdunud.

Sprint tahtis saada kolme katset, et 16puks teostuda.
2003 torjus kilm ilm ta programmist, 2005 raju torm ja alles
2006, Torino OM aastal, dnnestus meil maailma kiiremaid
suusatajaid naha. Otepaa sprindirada on (ks maailma
raskemaid ja andnud eeskuju teistele. Tunamullu muutis FIS
isegi voistlusmaarusi, lubades pikemaid sprindiradu, et
staadioni lahiimbrusest parimad téusud Ules leida. Ja sellest
hoolimata nagime 2007. a. eelsdidu vditjana meest, kes labis
raja vaid paaristdugetel! Tana Uritatakse sageli eelséitudes
kimnendikke napistada uisusuuskadel, mis reeglina
finaalides klassikasuuskade vastu tagasi vahetatakse.

Laiemalt tunnustatud ladus korraldus ja fantastiline
publik on tanaseks tekitanud FIS MK kalendris mdiste
,Klassikaline Otepaa nadalavahetus®. On ju lisaks sprindile
peamiseks magnetiks olnud eraldistart klassikatehnikas.

Mida me edaspidi Otepaal naha saame? Vaadates meie
Tehvandi keskuse viimaste aastate investeeringuid, mille
tulemusena valmis 2009. sugisel koiki voistlusformaate
korraldada vdimaldav radade vérgustik ning 2010 suvel
valmib uus staadion, pole meil tehnilisi piiranguid mistahes
kaasaegses suusaprogrammis oleva voistluse korralda-
miseks. Lisaks on meie noorema suusapdlvkonna hulgas
alates Aivarist mitmeid universaale. Ka suusapoaliitiliselt on
Eesti Suusaliit andud FIS-i signaali — me vdime teha mida
iganes!

Tiit Pekk
Voistluste juhataja
Otepaa MK 1999-2010




Tiit Pekk

Otepaa WC event in the context of overall

cross-country development

Over the 10 WC events, Otepaa has been active partner to
the FIS both in testing the new formats as well as developing
sprint events.

We started off with one-day events, staging short interval
starts in classical technique. At that time we had no chances to
influence the program —we happily took whatever was given to us
from the FIS. The first events were scheduled every two years as
Otepaa did not have its “own” place in the FIS calendar yet.

In a year without WC event - 2002 — we organized a
Scandinavian Cup event where 2nd time in the World double
pursuit was tested. A couple of months later the format had its WC
debutin Falun, having taken several organizational hints from our
event.

Since 2003 we have been every year in the WC calendar. At
the boom of mass starts we have tried that format as well. At that
time cross-country skiers were still getting used to team tactics in
this new relatively format for our sport. Here we have to admit that
team tactics has still not really found its true place in cross-
country.

Asprintevent needed three attempts to take place. In 2003 it
was dead cold, in 2005 we were attacked by a major storm and
finally in the 2006Torino Olympic year we were able to see the
fastest skiers in the world. Otepaa sprint course is one of the
toughest in the world and has been serving as an example for

others. Last year the FIS even changed its rules to allow longer
sprint courses to find nice climbs near the stadium. Despite of the
tough course we witnessed in 2007 that the sprint qualification
was won by just double poling! On that course! Today we see
quite often that in qualifications athletes try to cut some tenths of a
second without wax but then once qualified, take normal classical
skis for the finals.

Widely recognized high organizational level and fantastic
spectators have helped to create term “Otepaa classical
weekend” among skiers because in addition to sprint the main
magnet of the weekend have been interval starts in classical
technique.

What can we expect to see next in Otepaal? Looking at the
investments the organizer Tehvandi Sport Center has made over
recent years, which have given us in fall 2009 a new course
network that enables organizing any modern FIS competition
format and will give us in summer 2010 the new stadium, we have
no technical constraints for any skiing event. In addition among
the younger generation of Estonian athletes there are several
true universal skiers. Therefore we have given the FIS a clear
message —we can arrange whatever competition formats!

Tiit Pekk
Chief of Competition
WCup Otepaa 1999-2010
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Juba omaseks saanud kaheaastase korraldussammu jarel ehiti
Nuustaku MK korda taas 2003.aasta talveks. Aasta varem
suunati meie korraldusvée energia Skandinaavia karika-
voistlusele ja prooviti sakslasest suusaprogrammide uuendaja
Georg Zipfeli pakutud uudset voistlusmalli - suusavahetusega
voistlust. Laks korda seegi!

Otepaa MK pidi 2003.aasta jduprooviga astuma uude seisu. Just
pidi, sest laks ometigi nii, et iks samm jai Force Majori otsesel
toimel astumata. Plaan nagi ette kaht ulimalt ponevat paeva —
esimesel klassikatehnikas thisstardid ja teisel tuline sprindipaev.
Mélemad Usna ahjutoored suusavdistluse tooted, eriti just
Otepaa jaoks.

Et kbik see vark hasti ette kanda, oli suviste td6dega lisandunud
radade laius ja tekkinud uued rajal6igud. Pealegi tundus lumega
seekord koik dnnestuvat, seda enam, et kindluse moéttes said
rajad, nagu ikka, téies ulatuses kunstlume péhjadki alla.

Ja siis astus esile vastane, kes voéitnud armeesid ja hukutanud
maaderandureid. Keda me kdik oleme talvel kohanud ning kes
sedapuhku jattis armutult relvituks ka Otepaale kogunenud
suusarmee. Selleks oli pakane ja kohati lagedatel Gsna luudeni
|6ikav tuulehingus.

Kui MK ettevalmistus t6i Tehvandi kandis esile erinevad
nagemused maaomanikega, siis pakase tuleku vottis kokku tihe
leheartikli pealkiri — Pakast ei peata miski, maaomanike suhtes
on meil meetmed! Niimoodi nahti siis MK ohutegurite jarjekorda.

Tulevadki sbnumid 25 kraadist ja ei mingit soojenemist. Pigem
laheb hullemaks ja madalamates punktides naitab voistlus-
hommikul kraadiklaas kolmekiimmet ja enamat kraadi. Nagu
ikka, ei saa taolistes seisudes tormata — seda enam, et hooaeg ja
MM veel ees. Ja ongi saabunud kllmapthad. Korraldajad
saalivad toa ja dues oleva kraadiklaasi vahet. Programm saab
ringi 166dud ja sprinterite tulistamine jaab Otepaal oma jarge
ootama. Kindlasti tahetakse aga pikemad klassikatehnika
Uhisstardid ara soita.

Nagu imekombel hakkavad ilmamargid siiski muutust
ennustama ja kui rajalt ning justkui taanduva pakase kaest
saabub taas toasooja peakohtunik Tiit Pekk, siis on tema
oodatud sénum lihtne — paistab, et homse voistluse kannatab &ra
teha.

Voistlusest endast tuleb aga taielik maiuspala — uhisstardist
klassikasoidud, kus veetakse, vahetatakse liidrikohta, minnakse
eest ara, voetakse taas kinni ja siis Idpumeetritel pannakse
armutult kdik paika.

See oli tdéeline murdmaasuusatamise tippetendus ,mis rebis
vimasegi kahtluse Uhisstartide korraldamiselt, andes samas
taieliku tunnustuse Tehvandi rajale, kus sai vdimalikuks taolise
tippvoistluse etendamine. Rajadarset publikut kaedes silmas
niivord paljude erinevate elualade toelisi proffe, kes olid tulnud
vaatama just seda - suusatamist kdige professionaalsemal
tasandil. Mis aga nende meeli eriti Ules ja alla kruttis, oli muidugi
omade — Kiristina, Jaagu, Andruse — taistuuridel minek. Seda,
mida muidu kuskilt telerikastist nahtud — saadi lausa hingedhu
kaugusel hoomata. Kdik see kokku vaaris tulist ning tormilist
kaasaelamist ning ergutuskooridel polnud piiri. Kannustust sai
igalks kes mooda tuiskas. ..

Jah - maailma eliit tervikuna oli minemas Val di Fiemme tippvormi
poole ning selline Nuustaku katsumus kulus neile selles
timmimises ara.

After the already familiar two-year interval between competitions,
Nuustaku was again decorated for the world cup in the winter of
2003. Ayear earlier, the energy of our organising team had been
directed to Scandinavian Cup and a new competition pattern
introduced by Georg Zipfel, a German innovator of ski
programmes, was tried out a double pursuit. This was successful
aswell!

Otepaa World Cup had to enter a new phase by the trial of 2003. It
had to do it but it could not as one step could not be taken directly
because of Force Majeure. The plan included two extremely
exciting days — mass starts in the classical technique on the first
and a hot sprint competition on the second day. Both of these
were quite raw ski competition products, particularly for Otepaa.

To make things work well, the tracks hade been made wider in the
summer and new track areas were created. Moreover, there
seemed to be luck with snow this time, although all tracks had
bases of artificial snow as always.

And then there appeared the enemy who has won armies and
killed many explorers. We all have met the enemy in winter, and
this time it ruthlessly disarmed the ski army assembled at
Otepaa. The enemy was severe cold and bitter wind, biting us
down to our bones in bare land.

If preparation for the world cup at Tehvandi and around it revealed
the organiser's disagreement with land owners, the coming of the
severe frost was summarised by the title of a newspaper article —
Nothing can stop frost but for land owners we have our measures!
This is how the order of risk factors for the world cup was seen.

There were announcements of 25 degrees Celsius below zero
and no sign of warming. It rather got worse and, at lower points,
the thermometer showed thirty or more degrees on the morning
of the competition. As always, one cannot rush in such situations
— the more that the season and the World Championships were
still ahead. Holidays of cold had arrived. The organisers dashed
between the room and the thermometer outside. The programme
became changed and the start of sprinters had to wait its turn.
However, the organisers had decided certainly to carry out mass
starts of the classical technique.

As a miracle, the signs of weather started to predict a change and
when the chief of competition Tiit Pekk arrived from the track and
withdrawing frost, his message was simple — it seems that the
competition can take place tomorrow.

The competition was a real dish mass start classical distances,
where somebody is leading, the leader is changing, the others
are left behind, the others catch up again, and everything is
decided during the last metres.

It was a real top show of cross-country skiing, eliminating the last
doubt about whether joint starts should be organised or not and
providing total approval for the track of Tehvandi, where it was
possible to organise such a top show. Among the audience by the
track one could notice numerous professionals from different
fields of life, who had come to witness the event — skiing at its
most professional level. What especially twisted their minds up
and down was the vigorous going of our own skiers — Kristina,
Jaak, and Andrus. The audience could sense nearly at a distance
of their breath what they had usually seen from a TV set. It all
deserved mighty cheering that was endless. Everyone dashing
by got their share of the cheering...

The entire world elite was moving towards their top shape for Val
di Fiemme and the trial at Nuustaku was very useful to them.
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Jorgen
Anders Brink Andrus
Aukland SWE Veerpalu
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Jurg Capol

Olen spordiametnik ...

Kuiolin veel tegevsportlane, siis oli mul selline arusaamine, et
spordiametnikud, need on taolised pikkades mantlites ringi
kaivad mehed, kel on palju koosolekuid kuid mitte uusi ja
reaalseid ideid... kuid nlilid olen ise saanud liheks nendest.

Sageli tunnen just sedasama arusaama - seda just minu
taidesaatvat rolli taites, kus rahvuslike suusaliitude poolt
loodetakse minu toetusele, ndgemata seejuures suusaspordi
laiemat arengut.

Kui alustasin oma t66d 2003. aastal, siis oli murdmaasuu-
satamise karikasari lihtsalt Uks komplekt erittitbilisivoistlusi,
ilma erilise turundusliku ja kommunikatsiooni kontseptsioonita.
Enamus sportlasi oli killaltki ahmaselt ja meediakartlikult
esitletud tulpe, kel puudus nduetele vastav platvorm, kus nad
voinuks tahelepanu keskpunktis seista.

Mistahes spordiala vajab oma ajalugu ja seda tulebki Iabi
pikaajalise tegevuse Ules ehitada. Just siinkohal on see koht, kus
ka murdmaasuusatamisel ja Rahvusvahelisel Suusaliidul (FIS)
on suur voimalus, kuna murdmaasuusatamine on olnud
taliolimpiamangude kavas alates | mangudest 1924. aastal.
Hoolimata n.6. Murdmaasuusatamise stinnimaade vastuseisust
on jargnevatel aastatel erinevaid voistlusdistantse muudetud ja
kohandatud. Rahvusvahelist liitu pole ju niisama lihtne juhtida.
Tehtavad otsused peavad labima mitmesuguseid komisjone,
samas saama toetust ka paljudelt rahvuslikelt litudelt. See on
toeline takistuste kadalipp.

Usna sageli jérgivad rahvuslikud liidud vaid enda huvisid ja
sellest lahtuvalt tulevad ka riinnakud. Selliselt surmatakse aga
spordiala areng ja toimingud peatavad ka edasiarendamise.

Oma esimesel murdmaasuusatamise komitee koosolekul
kasutasin Uht kaelkirjakuga pilti. Piudsin selle kaudu selgeks
teha, et me ei tohi kaotada oma peamist ilevaadet voi laskuma
triviaalsustesse, vaid tegema otsustavaid samme ning mitte
laskuma Ulimatesse detailidesse. Just sellisest Iahenemis-
nurgast sai kasu Tour de Ski. Oleme arendanud ala tutvustava
platvormi, mis on téstnud spordi mainekust ning olnud
kéneaineks mitmeteks paevadeks.

MK  vdistlustel on avalikkuse ees aga teistsugused
vbimalused. Koigil rahvuslikel suusaliitudel on nende voistluste
TV ja arilised digused, mis pakuvad killaltki palju erinevaid
alaldike. Sisuline turundamine peab milleski kehastuma, on
selleks siis korraldajate Uhtne riietus voi selged kommuni-
katsioonireeglid. Praegust majanduslikku kriisi arvestades
loodan , et arendatakse valja uued mudelid ja seda véimalikult
kaugesse tulevikku. Laheme siis kdige sellega kaasa, unustame
selle vanavaraks muutuva slsteemi, huppame valjapoole
seniseid rajajooni. Meil on teravust ja jéudu, et luua spordi
tuleviku arengule uus alus. Ja sedapuhku oleks mul tdeline
heameel avastada selleks tegevuseks moningaid tdsiselt hulle
inimesi.

Loodan tulevikus jatkata tihedat koosto6d Otepaa ja Eestiga!

Juirg Capol
Rahvusvahelise Suusaliidu murdmaajuht

| am a sports official ...

When | was an active sportsman, | thought that sports
officials were old men in long overcoats, with lots of meetings
and noreally newideas ..... but now | seem to have become one
of them! Sometimes, | feel just like thatimage —in my executive
function, I'm supposed to support the ideas of the individual
national ski associations without really thinking about the future
ofthe sport.

When | first started my job in 2003, the Cross-Country Skiing
World Cup was a collection of variouscompetitions, without
any real marketing or communications concept. Most of the
athletes were rather shadowy, media-shy figures who had no
proper platform where they could stand in the spotlight. Any
sport needs a history so that it can build a long-term position —
and this is where cross-country skiing and the FIS (the
International Ski Federation) have an advantage; cross-country
skiing existed as a category at the first ever Winter Olympics in
1924. In spite of resistance from the original cross country skiing
nations, different distances were supplemented and adapted in
the course of the following years. An international federation is
not easy to manage.

Resolutions have to pass through various board meetings,
and always have to be agreed by many national skiing
associations —which is certainly a handicap.

All too often, the associations just look to their own national
advantages, and act accordingly. This is deadly to the
development of the sport, and acts as the major brake on
advancement. In my first committee meeting, therefore, | used
the picture of a giraffe in my presentation — to make it clear to
everybody that we mustnal not lose our general overview or get
bogged down in the trivia, but have the courage to make
decisions without digging through every last detail. This
approach has been successful for the Tour de Ski. We have
created a presentation platform that keeps the sport up as a
talking point for a few days. The legal position of the FIS World
Cup races acts as another handicap. All the national ski
associations own their own TV and commercial rights; this is too
many separate parties. Consistent marketing should be the
byword — uniform design and clear communication strategy
guidelines. In this respect, | hope that the current economic
crisis will help to drive the model for the future further forward.
Let’s go, let’s just forget about the lumbering structure, let’s leap
beyond the boundaries. We have the bite and the power to
create a new basis for the future development of the sport. And
in the meantime, | am pleased to have discovered a few other
equally crazy people. I'm looking forward to continue with a tight
cooperation in Otepaa and EST.

Kindestregards,
Jiirg Capol

INTERNATIONAL SKI FEDERATION
Cross-Country Race Director
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IV etendus / Performance IV 2004

Pole teada, kust see arusaam on tulnud, aga iga suusavdistluse
korraldaja ihkab oma programmi head ja paeluvat teatevdistlust.
Seda pingete ja taktikamangude tallermaad, kus - nagu palju
kordi ndhtud - tormab esimesena Ule I6pujoone ikkagi kdige
Uhtlasemalt liikunud tiim. Milliseid dramaatilisi t6lgendusi pole
kill teatesbidus nahtud ja kui keegi tahab selle tdestuseks veel
ka kdige karismaatilisemat kommentaari kuulata, siis patudku
kuskilt kuulata saada legendaarse Soome Raadio kommen-
taatori Pekka Tiilikaise tundeid 1954. aasta MM-i teatesoidu
I6pus. Selles raadiohaale lausa ndretavas — oigavas ja vahepeal
piasaraid neelavas kaasaminekus avaneb ko&ik, mida Uks
teatesdidu I6pp pakub. Eriti veel siis kui [6pukoridoris vétab oma
justomakandi mees, tol korral legendaarne Hakulinen.

Nii et ka Otepaa 2004.aasta MK teatesoit pidi lisama kdigele
senitoimunule uut varvi. Ja kohe algasid arutlused — mis
koosseisus ja jarjestuses sdidab Eesti meeste nelik ja kas meie
naised Uldse starti ldhevad. Teate Umber kaisid kdvad
spekulatsioonid, ehkki paev varem pakutav polnud mitte
vaiksem maiuspala — pikad thisstardiga klassikadistantsid. Ja
suurte - suurte ootustega — kas Kristina, Andrus vdi Jaak — kas
tuleb voit kodukamarale?

Polnud vahimatki kahtlust, et Ghisstardis hakkab pinge ring -
ringilt kasvama. Peoperemehed Andrus ja Jaak (ning muidugi
perenaine - Kristina ainuisikus) pakkusidki muule maailmale
parajat konkurentsi. Ent jalle likkub k&ik paika nii tihise osana
tunduval, kuid otsustaval viimasel paaril meetril. Ja kuidas ka ei
tahaks meenutada meie omade haid seise mitmetes
vahepunktides, paneb eestlaste vana tuttav ja kindlasti ka
lemmik Frode Estil ikkagi koha kinni austamispoodiumi
kdrgemal astmel, nagu teeb seda ka Claudia Kiinzel napimast
napimalt naiste voistlust voites.

Sellistel kodustel vdistlustel on oma lisapinge ja kellegi muu vdit
voimendub siin eriti. Kui Otepaal kais nii, siis vahem kui aasta
varem, 2003. aasta martsis kaitus sama “ebavaarikalt” Andrus
Veerpalu — “karistades” norralasi nende enda piihamas paigas —
Holmenkollenis, kuninglikul 50 km klassikas ja veel kuninga
silme all. See saavutus asetub Uhte ritta rootslaste
edestamisega Vasaloppetil ja miks mitte ka tugevatest saksa
suusatajatest jagu saamisega nende kodus Oberstdorfi MM-I.
Sellistel puhkudel téded, et véimsana kaikunud koduseinad
vajuvad ohates korraks kokku, et siis pisut koguda ja selle paeva
parimale odiglast tunnustust anda. Ja naeratasid Otepaal nii
Andrus kui Kristinagi, ehkki hingesopis kees. ..

Aga teatesoit? Eesti poolt stardis kaks meeskonda ja lile mitme
aasta taas naiskond! Viimase platsi tulek oli raudselt uudislave
Uletav samm. Ja avaetapp tehakse lausa ennastiletavalt —
tublid on nii Piret Pormeister, Aivar Rehemaa kui llmar Udam.
Teade aga nduab nelja head. Naiste poolel jatkab edasi vaprat
heitlemist voistlusradadele naasnud Silja Suija, aga ei jatku meil
veel maailma paremikuga kaasamineku jdoudu ning hoolimata
Kristina ankrukoha rollist, saame arvatud koha ka protokollis.

Meeste rajal sdidab maruline Veerpalu teisel etapil tasa pea et
minutilise vahe ja Jaak Mae on vordne vordsete seas, et siis Priit
Narusk viimasele katsumusele saata. Seekord pole me
pjedestaalil, aga tegime, mida suutsime. Sellest teatest tarkab
ometigi usk, et ehk Uhel paeval ollakse mitte ainult samal
I6pusirgel, vaid heideldakse ka koos I6pujoonel. Naiste sbit aga
likkas omamoodi jaa liikuma ja uueks talveks harjutatakse juba
kindla ja tésise plaaniga. Mitte ainult meedia parast.

Mis siis veel Otepaa MK etenduste kavast puudub ? Eks ikka
see kunagi ara jaanud tuline sprint! Aga seegi tuleb juba moéne
nadala parast — kui rullub lahti viies suusaetendus ja
aastanumbriks on juba 2005. Ja jumalale tanu — meilgi on
vahepealse ajaga suuremad lootused tekkinud.

It is not known what is the origin of the understanding that all
organisers of ski competitions desire to have a good and
catching relay race in their programmes. The arena of tensions
and games of tactics, where as seen many times the team
moving most uniformly rushes first across the finish line.
Dramatic interpretations have been seen in relay races, and if
somebody wishes hear the most charismatic comment to prove
it, they may try to find and hear the feelings of Pekka Tiilikainen,
the legendary commentator of the Finnish Radio, at the end of
the relay race of the World Championships in 1954. The going
along by the radio voice groaning and at times swallowing tears
opens everything that the end of a relay race has to offer.
Especially, when the leader in the finish corridor is the man from
his own neighbourhood this time the legendary Hakulinen.

Also the relay race of the 2004 Otepaa World Cup had to add
new colour to what had been before. Discussions began at once
What would be the composition and order of the Estonian relay
four and whether our women would make a start at all. Around
the relay competition there were intense speculations, although
the day before was a dish as well long classical distances with a
mass start. And there were great-great expectations whether
Kristina, Andrus or Jaak would the victory come to our
homeland?

There was not a least doubt that with a mass start the tension
would lap by lap. The hosts of the party Andrus and Jaak (and of
course also the hostess Kristina as a sole woman) offered
enough competition for the rest of the world. However,
everything was decided on the last few metres that seemed so
unimportant but yet so decisive. And how much we would not like
to remind the good positions of our skiers in several middle
points, it was Frode Estil, the old acquaintance and favourite of
the Estonians, who occupied the place on the highest level of the
awarding platform, Whereas the same was done by Claudia
Kunzel by winning the women's competition scarcely.

Such domestic competitions involve extra tension and someone
else's victory gets particularly amplified here. This was the case
at Otepaa, however, less than a year before, in the March of
2003, Andrus Veerpalu acted similarly “in an undignified
manner” by punishing the Norwegians in their own most sacred
place Holmenkollen, in the royal 50-km of classical distance and
before the eyes of their king. The achievement is on the same
level with winning the Swedes in Vasaloppet and, why not, with
beating the strong German skiers in their home at the World
Championships in Oberstdorf. On such occasions you can
recognise that the home walls that echoed mightily collapsed
with a sigh for a moment, to pull themselves together and offer
fair recognition for the best of the day. Both Andrus and Kristina
smiled at Otepaa, although in the bottom of their hearts mixed
feelings were boiling...

How about the relay race? Two Estonian men teams started, and
awomen team after several years! The appearance of the latter
definitely made news. And during the opening stage our skiers
surpassed themselves: Piret Pormeister, Aivar Rehemaa and
llmar Udam they all did well. Arelay race, however, requires four
good skiers. Among women, Silja Suija, who had returned to
competition tracks, continued her brave struggle, but still we
lacked strength to go along with the best of the world and,
despite the role of Kristina as the anchor skier, we got the
presumed place also in the finish list.

In the men's track, the vigorous Veerpalu made up the nearly
one-minute gap at the second leg and Jaak Mae was equal
among the others, sending Priit Narusk to make his last attempt.
This time we could not be on the pedestal but we did everything
we could. The relay race, however, gave rise to a belief that one
day we will not only be in the same finish corridor but struggle
also for the win at the finish line. The women's competition broke
the ice, and now our women are training for the next winter with a
firm and serious goal in their minds. Not only for the media.
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Bruno Andreas Nikolai
Carrara Schiltter Pankratov

Valerio Jens Mikhail

Checchi Filbrich Ivanov

Pietro Piller Axel Ivan

Cottrer Teichmann Aldépov

Fulvio Tobias Viadimir
Valbusa Angerer Vilissov



Lembitu Kuuse

Kolme kuuga opipoistest sellideks

See oli 2002.aasta oktoobris Val di Fiemmes peetud MK
telepildi tootjate ja FIS-i ametnike seminaril, kui ,maailma
suusaradade isa” norralane Hermod Bjorkestdl oma
programmilises s6navotus MK-etapi korraldajate ja televisiooni
Uhistoost akitselt minu poole pddrdus ja palus oma ettekande
illustreerimiseks raakida just Otepaa kogemustest. Tott deldes -
olin sellest tllatunud, isegi rabatud! Teisalt tuli seda votta kui suurt
tunnustust! Alles olime n.-6. seltskonda paasenud, vaid kaks
korda MK-etappi korraldanud ja nutd paluti kohe vanade tegijate
ette tribllnile. Aga et vahemalt pistitdusmise jagu oli ikka aega,
siis sai motteid korrastada ja ollagi valmis tooma kogenumate
kolleegide ette kodus, sdprade-korraldajate ringis palju kordi
labiarutatud pohimotted.

Selge, et meie suureks plussiks oli tugev korraldamis-
kogemus, mis saanud karastuse Tartu Maratoni tehes. Klubil,
eesotsas Alar Arukuusega oli seegi kogemus olemas, et esmalt
rattaralli, hiljem jooksumaratoni labi viies lisandusid meeskonda
ka nende alade asjatundjad. Nii ei tundunud murdmaa-
suusatamise MK-etapi juurde asumine nii vaga midagi enne-
nagematut olema. Siiski - juurde tuli terve hulk uusi td6valdkondi,
uusi talitusi. Esialgu tundus lausa ,raketiteadusena“ ka
niisuguselt voistluselt telellekande tegemine. Jah, me kdll
teadsime tapselt, mida saada tahtsime, aga selle saavutamiseks
jalgratast leiutada polnud lihtsalt enam aega. Toomas Uba idee -
kutsuda lilekande peareziss06riks maailma tipp, soomlane Kalevi
,Kilu” Uusivuori, oli ainudige. Nii me siis labisimegi mdnede
nadalatega, lausa lennult Kalevi kde all suusallekande
organiseerimise kesk- ja korgkoolidpingud. Vottes detailselt labi
kasvoi sidesUsteemi rajal toimivate ,hoiatajate”, Ulekandejaama
ning kaamerameeste vahel. Varem polnud me midagi taolist
kusagil kasutatud. NGld tuli see Tehvandil Ules ehitada ja sellega

saadi ka hakkama. Meil oli vaga hea 6petaja! Tanu ,Kilule” saime
endaga kaasa tegelikult 20. sajandi 16pu eesrindliku telelle-
kande organisatsiooni ideoloogia. Niud tuli ise olla tubli dpilane
ja suurt dpetajat mitte alt vedada. On paevselge, et piiri vdistluse
korralduse ja telelilekande tegemise vahel sisuliselt polegi. Ainult
tihedas koost66s saab hea tulemuse. Alustasime valitdodest ja
vaheajapunktide asukoha valjavalimisest. Alariga kaisime raja
meeter-meetri haaval labi ja mitte Uks kord...Parast jooksin raja
veel teistpidi paar korda labi, et olla kindel, et see, mis kaamerast
paistab, on parim. Ning see, mis I6puks televaatajale naha pidi
olema, sai uksipulgi Iabi arutatud. Selleski méttes olime paljude
MK etappide korraldajatega vorreldes eelisseisus - me olime (ja
oleme) Uks meeskond! Ja kui siis ettevalmistustodde I6puks
andsin viimase lihvina ,Kilule” veel ka arvutustédde tulemusena
valminud graafikud vdistlejate liikumise kohta erinevates
vaheajapunktides kuni finiSini valja, mihatas Uusivuori veidi
Ullatunultki, aga igal juhul rahulolevalt. Telellekannete
suurmeister oli meid Opipoistest sellide hulka arvanud,
maailmale tdestamine seisis sel hetkel veel ees. See sundis
5.jaanuaril 1999.a.

Eks siit saab pdigata tagasi Val di Fiemme arutelu juurde ning
aru saada kogenud norralase Bjorkestdli palvest. Killap oli ta
Otepaa MK kaudu hoomanud nii kogu meie organisatsiooni kui
televisioonimeeskonna uhist t66d ja tahtiski seda naidet ara
kasutada. Minul dnnestus aga niimoodi 6igele mehele dige
publiku ees veelkord tanusdnad o6elda, sest Val di Fiemme
seminaril osales ka Kalevi Uusivuori.

Lembitu Kuuse,
Otepéé MK llekannete produtsentja reporter



Lembitu Kuuse

From Disciples to Almost Experts in Just Three Months

It was October of 2002 when the seminar for World Cup TV
producers and FIS officials was conducted in Val di Fiemme.
There Hermod ,the father of all ski tracks in the world” Bjorkestol
from Norway during speech about the collaboration between the
organizers of World Cup events and media suddenly turned to me
and asked me to illustrate his presentation with some examples
from my experience from Otepaa. To be honest, | was surprised,
even stunned! We were just recently accepted to the club, we had
carried out the World Cup event only twice and now | was asked
to the grandstand in front of all the old players. | had just a few
moments to organize my thoughts while standing up and then |
had to explain to our more experienced colleagues all the
principles we had discussed about so many times between the
friends-organizers.

Our biggest strength was the experience we had from
organizing the Tartu Maraton events. The team and its leader Alar
Arukuusk had learned well how to involve the specialists of other
disciplines while organizing cycling competitions or running
marathons. So it didn't seem to be so unprecedented at all to take
care of the cross country skiing World Cup event. But it still
involved a lot of new tasks and areas of responsibility. It seemed
first to be almost ,rocket science” to make a live broadcast from
such a competition. Yes, we knew exactly what we wanted but
there was no time to re-invent a bicycle to get it. The best idea
came from Toomas Uba to invite a world class name Finn Kalevi
,the Sprat” Uusivuori to be the main director. So within a few
weeks we passed the secondary school and the college of
organizing the ski-broadcasting under Kalevi's guidance. For
example he showed and taught us in detail how the
communication system works between the ,warners” on the ski-
run, transmission station and operators. We had never used
something like this. Now it had to be set up to Tehvandi and we
managed to do it. We had an excellent teacher! Thanks to ,the

Sprat” we actually got the vanward broadcasting organization
ideology of the late 20th century. Now we had to be good disciples
and make sure that we wouldn't let down our great teacher. We
understood that the organizing of the competition and the
broadcast must go hand in hand. Only close cooperation will
bring great results. We began with fieldwork and chose the
positions for intermediate timing. We examined the track meter-
by-meter with Alar and not just once... After that | ran the whole
track in backward direction a couple of times to make sure that
the camera would get the best shots possible. And we discussed
painstakingly the picture that the TV-viewers would see. In that
respect we had another advantage compared to the other World
Cup eventorganizers we were (and still are) a team! At the end of
the day when | presented “the Sprat” my forecasts of the
competitor's arrival times to the locations of intermediate timings
throughout the race as a finishing touch, Uusivuori mumbled
something a little surprised but was pleased. For the master of TV
broadcasts we had become from disciples to almost experts, now
we had to prove ourselves to the world. This happened on the 5th
of January 1999.

| suppose that now we can return to the discussion in Val di
Fiemme and understand the request from Bjorkestol. He had
probably realized that we had an excellent cooperation between
organizers and TV-team and he wanted to use this as an
example. For me it was also an opportunity to say some good
words to the man who had really earned them in front of the most
appropriate audience as Kalevi Uusivuori took also part in Val di
Fiemme seminar.

Lembitu Kuuse
The producer and reporter of Otepdd World Cup event
broadcasts
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V etendus / Performance V 2005

Viiendal MK suusaetendusel Tehvandil saadi taas tunda
suusatamise seda poolt, kus alles voistluse |6ppedes voib
tddeda, et koik plaanitu sai teoks. llmaolud lihtsalt murravad
suusatamisse vahel nii rangalt sisse, et isegi kaht paeva ei saa
korvutada. Ménel ekstreemsemal juhul laheb seis lausa loetud
tundidega kaest ara, nagu seekord Nuustakulgi.

Maailma tippude jaoks oli laupaevase lihemate klassika-s6itude
rada igati hea, sest hoolimata nii tlevalt kui alt lisanduvast veest
pidasid radade kahurlume pdhjad hasti vastu. Et ka korraldus-
vagi sai esimese paevaga tavakohaselt hasti toime, siis
tunduski, et koiki painas hoopis teine méte — mis saab
puhapaevast. Kdik ju nagid ja teadsid, et MK peakorraldaja Alar
Arukuusele tuli pidevalt koikvoimalikke ilmaprognoose ja neist
kdigist koorus valja selgeid ohumarke. Ohtude tagamaid oskab
aga veelgi reaalsemalt ette ndha tdeline professionaal. Nii et
kui MK ndukogu liikmena toimiv Eesti Paasteameti juht Mati
Raidma laupédeval Tehvandi véistluslinnakut vaatas, siis tema
arvates ei pruukinud pihapaeva hommikuks seda kdike siin
enam jarel olla. See info, mis temale edastati, raakis armutult iht
ja sama — Eestit rasib lahemate tundide jooksul ennenagematu
torm. Kuidas ta aga Otepaa korgustikul kaitub — seda ei osanud
isegi see paljukogenud mees 6elda. Ja kas neis hulludes oludes
suudetakse Ulelldse rahvusvahelise tasemega suusa-
voistlusteks vajalik seis tagada...

Hetkeks veel aga laupaeva juurde, kus ilm lasi veel séita ja kus
votsid oma Marit Bjoérgen ja Andrus Veerpalu. Maritlaks véimsalt
jajuba esimesest tdusust Ules rihtides oli selge, et ka siin ei leia
ta vastast, kes teda peataks. Kristina ei saanud parimat
maardeklappi ja nii raskel rajal vedas see tema kaotuse pea et
minuti maile.

Meeste poolelt paases sedakorda poodiumile publikut lausa
hullutav kolmik — Veerpalu - Estil - Mae ja Andrus tegi seejuures
ajalugugi — voites Eestile esimese koduse MK voidu. Nii et
president Rudtel, kes ka Gsna sageli sporditandreid vaisab, sai
sedapuhku osa igati meelitilendavast tippsdidust.

Aga nuld siis olude juurde, mis naitasid Oigepea peale
autasustamist oma Uha tugevnevate tuuleiilidega esimesi
pahaendelisi marke, aga votsid 66 hakul aarmiselt hullu péorde.
Uha tugevnev edelatuul puhus piki Tehvandi staadioni ja ehkki
vahepeal tundus ta pisut soodsamasse suunda pooravat, oli see
vaid hetk, mil see tormav 6humass magede ja metsade vahelt
teed otsis.

Oine maru ja tihe sadu murdsid rajagérseid puid ja katsid rajad
okste ja risuga. Varahommikuse Zurii koosoleku ajaks oli selge,
et sellistes oludes voistluse jatkamine on liiga suureks ohuks
koigile. Ja mis sest spordist enam kui Eestis ja mujalgi Euroopas
riindasid inimesi hoopis maisemad mured.

Kahju, et taas pidi just sprindivdistlus 166gi alla sattuma. Siiani
seisab silme ees Anti Saarepuu pettunud ilme kui ta Tehvandi
trepist suusakott 6lal alla tuli - aga pettunud ilmed asendusid
peagi hoopis muretsemisega — kuidas on inimesed enneolematu
rajuga mujal toime saanud ...

Ja nii jai suur voistlusareen justkui laastatud tallermaa sinna
jaanuarimarurasida... ning MK etapp pooleli.

Sometimes the realization or failure of our plans becomes clear
only when everything is done that is what happened in the fifth
World Cup skiing performance in Tehvandi. Because of the
heavy aggression of weather conditions, even two days following
one another could not be compared. Sometimes, in extreme
cases, the situation gets out of hand in just a few hours, as it did in
Nuustaku this time.

The Saturday’s shorter classic-style trail was good for the top
skiiers of the world in every way, since regardless of the water
coming from both, above and below, the basals of articifial snow
held fine. As the organizing team also managed the first day as
well as always, it seemed that everyone was already troubled by
adifferent worry —what about Sunday? Everybody saw and knew
that Alar Arukuusk, the main organizer of the World Cup,
constantly received different weather forecasts, all of them
showing clear signs of danger. However, only a real professional
can see the true extent of such dangers. So that when Mati
Raidma, chief of the Estonian Rescue Board also acting as a
member of the World Cup council, took a look at the Tehvandi
campus on Saturday, he doubted the excistance of all of that on
Sunday morning. Information he received clamed ruthlessly the
same thing over and over again Estonia will be hit by an unseen
stormin just a few hours. But how shall it actin the Otepaa upland
was a question even that much experienced man could not
answer. As well as whether it would be possible to guarantee
necessary conditions for an international skiing competition in
such poor conditions...

But let’s return to Saturday for a moment, when the weather
allowed to ski and Marit Bjérgen and Andrus Veerpalu took what
was theirs. Marit raced powerfully and already on the first rise it
was clear that she will find no strong competitor to stop her this
time, either. Kristina didn’t get the best ski wax and her defeat
was dragged to nearly a minute on this difficult trail.

On the male side, a crowd-maddening trio of Veerpalu - Estil -
Mae ruled the podium this time and Andrus even made history by
taking the first World Cup victory Estonans have won athome. So
that president Riittel, known for his frequent visits to sportsfields,
had an opportunity to see a thoroughly elevating world-class
race.

But now to the conditions that showed first ominous signs with its
strengthening gusts of wind right after honoring the winners and
turned extremely bad by the nightfall. An increasing gale blowed
across the Tehvandi stadium and although it seemed to have
turned into a bit more favorable direction, it was only a moment
taken by this storming air to find a way between the hills and
woods of Otepaa.

The tempest of night and heavy rain broke down some trees by
the trail and covered it with branches and trash. It was clear by the
jury’'s meeting in the early morning that going on with the
competition would be too risky for everyone. And what is sport
compared to much more earthly worries attacking people in
Estonia and other parts of Europe.

It's a pity that a sprint competition had to suffer again. Anti
Saarepuu’s dissappointed face when coming down of Tehvandi
stairs, skibag on his shoulder, is still in front of our eyes. But
dissapointment was soon replaced by worry — how have people
managed the unseen tempest elsewhere...

And so the big competition course was left for the January storm
toravage... and the World Cup stage remained unfinished.



Marit
Hilde G. Bjoergen Kateri
Pedersen NOR aterina
NOR Neumannova
CZE

W 10km ClI Individual

Andrus
Frode Veerpalu Jaak
Estil EST Mae
NOR EST

M 15km CI Individual



Torm tuleb homme,

tana oleme voitjad.

Storm is coming tomorrow,
today are we the winners.




Smigunide pere: MK kiib
ju lausa meie koduouel!

Niisuguse kokkuvotte tegi detsembri esimesel paeval keset
kiireid Ramsau sdidu eelseid askeldusi Smigunide pereema
Rutt.

“Ei, meid pole see MK moll kull hairinud, pigem vastupidi
oleme seda igati nautinud “ sdnab ta veelkordseks kinnituseks.
Ega seda masside liikumist olevatki nii palju — vaid kahel korral
aastas Suverulli ja MK ajal. Tehvandi tanaval, otse nende
kodumaja ees liigub siis tdesti enneolematult palju rahvast, aga
seda olevat nii tore vaadata ja meeldiv ju, et suusavdistlused nii
arvukalt huvilisi kokku toovad. Véib arvata, et ega Rutt kui Uks
omaaegseid Eesti tuntumaid suusatajaid tohi sel hetkel eriti
OGuevaravale minna, sest uskumatult paljud tahaks talle lihtsalt
ilusat hommikut soovida ja méne sénagi poetada. Tema ei saa
tOesti sinna aga jutlema jaada, sest peab tegutsema. On Rutil ju
neil olulistel MK paevadel n.6. taustaroll hommikuti perenaise
askeldused ja siis kohe raja aarde voistlust jalgima.

Oma logistika on peres muidugi vdistlejate poolel. Kristina
(varasemalt ikka koos 6e Katriniga toimides) teab vaga tapselt,
mida nii suure stardi eel teha tuleb. Pereisa Anatolil ja
vaimeespojal Kristjanil on hommikust &htuni kdiksugu
hooldetddga seotud toimingud. ”Oi kui hea, et kdik see siinsamas
kaib ja meil pole seekord vaja kuhugile kaugele minna! “sénab
Rutt rahulolevalt. Jah, nii see tdesti ka on - koduvaravast jaab neil
Tehvandi suusastaadionile kuskil kolmesaja sammuringis...

Selle, kodu ja suusataadioni napi vahemaa kohta liigub ringi ka
Uks tdesti stindinud lugu...

Kui 1998.aasta sugisel oli | Otepad MK korraldamisotsus
selgunud, trehvanud Eesti Suusaliidu mehed pereisa Anatoliga
kokku ja lasknud lendu taolise selgituse “ Tolik , mitte kuidagi ei
onnestunud MK vadistlust teie kodule veelgi Iahemale tuua ! “ “
Kas te ikka tosiselt Uritasite? “ kiisinud Anatoli seepeale vastu...

Kimnendat korda ldheb Tehvandil suureks MK suusa-
etenduseks lahti siis 16.jaanuaril 2010. Ehkki veendusime, et
staadionile kéige lahedamale jaiv kodu — Smiguni pere on
sellega nii harjunud, siis ometigi saabub sel aastal nende “MK
rutiini” hoopis omaette, aga vaga tahtis sindmus. Sedapuhku
minnakse koduse raja aarde Uhe uue ja tdelise suusafanni -
Kristina ja Kristjani pisitltre Victoria Krisiga. Nii et kui naete seal
Uht pélvepikkust plikatirtsu koos vanaema Rutiga hoogsalt sini-
must-valgega vehkimas ja ennastunustavalt , Emme!...Emme
1...“hdikamas, siis see taongi...

The Smigun Family: “World
Cup Takes Place Almost in
Our Courtyard!”

Such was the summary made by Rutt Shmigun, mother of
the family, on the first day of December in the midst of hurried
preparations before leaving to Ramsau.

"As for us, we do not feel a bit disturbed by this hurly-burly of
the World Cup, but the contrary is true - we have enjoyed it fully",
she further affirmed. According to her you do not see crowds
there often - only twice a year at the time of the World Cup and
Suverull competition. Then really an unprecedented number of
people fill Tehvandi Street just in front of their house, but it is
wonderful to see them and pleasant to know that ski competitions
bring together so many fans. No wonder that Rutt, who happens
to be one of the best known erstwhile Estonian skiers, could not
afford going outdoors at that time, because an incredible lot of
people would like to wish her a good morning or to exchange a
couple of words. However, she cannot stay away for long to chat.
After all, Rutt has a so-called background role to fulfill in these
important days of the World Cup she has the duties of the mother
of a family in the morning and afterwards she hurries to the skiing
competition track.

The athletes of this family have their daily routine in place.
Kristina (together with her sister Katrin in the past) knows
perfectly well what needs to be done prior to such large-scale ski
competition. Father of the family Anatoli and his son-in-law
Kristjan are engaged in all sorts of maintenance-related activities
from morning until evening. "Oh, how good it is that all this takes
place here and we do not need to go somewhere far away this
time!" says Rutt contentedly. Yes, that is true - somewhere
around three hundred steps out of their courtyard... and they find
themselves in Tehvandi ski stadium.

There is actually a story going around concerning this short
distance between their house and the ski stadium...
When the decision to organize the 1st Otepaa World Cup was
revealed in the autumn of 1998, father Anatoli has met the
members of Estonian Ski Association who offered him the
following excuse: "Tolik, regardless of our best efforts, we could
not get the World Cup more closer to your house!" Thereupon
Anatoli asked them: "But have you tried hard enough?"

For the tenth time now a great World Cup ski performance
will take place at Tehvandi stadium on the 16th of January, 2010.
Although we convinced ourselves, that the closest household to
the stadium - Smigun family - has been used to such train of
events, their normal “World Cup routine", however, would be
broken by a very important event this year. This time they can
take with them a new and true skifan Victoria Kris, Kristina’s and
Kristjan’s tiny daughter, to the skiing track. So, if you see there a
knee-high little girl with her grandmother Rutt waving a blue-
black-white flag and calling out self-forgettingly "Mommy!
Mommy!", there is no doubt about whoiis that...



Suusatamine on Otepaa
visiitkaart!

Kui mul paluti seoses X Otepaa MK-ga moningaid oma
motteid avaldada, siis saan kiill 6elda, et meie suurvéistlus on ka
mulle palju meeldivaid emotsioone toonud. Kuigi on tulnud
kodupubliku ees teistele kangetele ka alla vanduda, tahaks
réhutada selle voistluse laiemat moju. Otepaa on saanud
niimoodi suusamaailmale tuntuks, teda teatakse harrastajatest
kuni maailma tippudeni. Eri paigus ringi liikudes ja treenides ning
voisteldes tuleb kisimusi Otepaa kohta Usna sageli. Kuskil
paritakse meie MK kohta, teisal tehakse juttu Tartu
suusamaratonist, aga on tiha enam neidki, kes uurivad siinsete
suviste treeninguvbimaluste kohta. Nii et oleme teatud ja
hinnatud koht ning see teeb mulle kui praegusele otepaalasele
ainultrédmu.

Muidugi on maailmatasemel suusavdistluse toimumine
suureks tdmbenumbriks kogu Eestile, alates (suusa)spordi-
veteranidest kuni pdlvepikuste poiste ja tudrukuteni. Siin on
saadud naha koiki maailma suusatippe ja kullap paneb see
elamus nii mdnegi noore endale suuremaid sihte seadma ja
sitkemalt harjutama. Suurt osa rahvast innustab aga taoline
suusaelamus kindlasti pisut sagedamini ka oma tavalist
suusasoitu tegema. V6in kull kinnitada, et kui vahetigi
suusatamisvoimalused tekivad, siis on meie kodused -Otepaa
rajad senisest tihedamalt rahvast tais.

MK voistluspaevadel ollakse aga taas oma lemmikohas
Tehvandi raja aares ja seal kaikuma hakkav Otepaa ergutuskoor
on Uks voimsamaid. No kuidas sa siis sellistes oludes endast
viimast ei anna. Seda enam kui vahel dnnestub innustavate
hdigete hulgast veel ka oma pere haali kuulda.

Olen dlimalt rahul, et Otepda on suusamaailmas endale
vaarika koha vditnud ja loodan, et see leitud ja rajatud tee jatkub.

Andrus Veerpalu
oltimpiavéitja ja maailmameister
otepéélane, Metsa tédnava elanik

'Andrus Veerpalu

Skiing — What Otepaa
Is Best Known For

When | was asked to express some thoughts in connection
with the 10th FIS World Cup competition in Otepaa, | instantly
recalled many pleasant emotions related to this important event.
Although | have sometimes lost to other good skiers before local
spectators, it is still important to stress the wider significance of
this competition. Because of this event Otepaa has become
familiar to the entire skiing world many people, from amateurs to
the world's best skiers, know of it. While travelling and training
around the world people often ask me about Otepaa. Some are
interested in the World Cup event and others speak of the Tartu
Marathon, but the number of people who want to know about
training possibilities here during the summer season is also
constantly increasing. So our little town is a well-known and
respected place, which pleases me as a citizen of Otepaa.

Having a world-class skiing competition here is a magnetic
attraction for all of Estonia, from senior sportsmen to knee-high
boys and girls. We have had the opportunity to see the world's top
skiers here and | believe this pushes young people to set higher
goals for themselves and to train harder. This also motivates
average citizens to spend more of their free time on skis. | can
attest to the fact that when there are even the smallest
possibilities for skiing, there are more people on our tracks than
before.

During the World Cup competition people gather in their
favourite location around the Tehvandi Centre tracks and
Otepaa's cheering choir is definitely amongst the loudest. Under
such circumstances it would be difficult to give anything less than
your best. Especially when you can hear the voices of your family
members amongst them.

| am personally extremely pleased that Otepaa has won a
respectable position in the skiing world and | sincerely hope that
this path will continue.

Andrus Veerpalu
Olympic and world champion
Citizen of Otepédéa, Metsa Street




Oleme nautinud
Otepaal elamist !

Esimest korda sattusin Otepaal 80-ndate alguses klassi
ekskursiooniga. Polnud viga, ilus koht. Tdsisem esmane
malestus tuli aga aastal 1986. Siin toimusid minu jaoks
esimesed vabariiklikud vdistlused. Igati edukad, sest tulin C-
vanuseklassis (13-14 aastased poisid) maletamist mééda 5km
distantsil 6. kohale. Meelde jaid suht suured tdusud ja ilus
staadion linnamae orus. See oli nagu selleks loodud ja niudki
tekib vahel mbtteid ja kisimusi mis oleks kui staadion oleks
vanas kohas téanagi ja MK pealtvaatajad nélvadel ergutamas!

Sealt Otepaalt sai siis alguse ka tdsisem tegelemine
suusatamisega, sest juba sama aasta suvel tulin katsetele
TSIK-i Otepaa filiaali ja stgisest jatkus koolitee juba Otepaal.
Mind kirjutati sisse Otepaa linnas ja praeguse vallavalitsuse
hoone sai pikkadeks aastateks minu 6pinguaegseks koduks.

Olen niisiis juba paarkimmend aastat nainud ja jalginud
siinseid arenguid ja arenenud Otepaal ise nii sportlase kui
inimesena. Tanaseks paevaks oleme perega valinud just
Otepaa elamiseks. Kindlasti on see olnud kaalutletud ja hea
valik. Otepaal on elamiseks palju plusse peale kauni looduse.
Oma paraja suuruse juures on siin igapaevaselt lihtne ja ménus
ligelda, vajalikud asjad kde-jala juures. Mis omakorda jatab
oluliselt rohkem aega lastele ja kodule. Ise palju ringi reisides
on hea vorrelda sarnaseid kohti mujal maailmas ja olla kindel
Uhes - Otepaa on toekiselt mdnus koht elamiseks.

Valla ja linna arengut on silmaga naha ja seda saab kuulda
ka soprade kaest, kes tulevad kaugemalt. Kindlasti on spordi-
ja just suusarahvas selles palju kaasa aidanud. Vahel jaab kiill
mulje, et Uritatakse kohaliku poliitikat tehes arengut pidurdada,
aga loodetavasti saavad uhised huvid voitu vaikestest isiklikest
ambitsioonidest! Olen ses suhtes igatahes optimist. Hea naite-
na tooksin Tehvandi vaga toéoka ja edasipurgiva meeskonna
ning selle kompleksi areng on meile kdigile naha ja r6dmu
pakkumas. Unistused toeliselt kaasaegsest keskusest on peagi
reaalsuseks saamas. Loodetavasti kandub see innustus ka
kogu valla ja miks ka mitte kdikidesse suusatamist armastavate
inimestesse.

Nii et, nautige Otepaal, minu praeguses kodukohas oldud aega
javoistlusi, votke kaasa palju meeldivaid emotsioone !

Jaak Mae
MM-ija OM-i medalivéitja
Otepéa elanik

_,* It Has Been a Pleasure

Living in Otepaa

The first time | visited Otepaa was during a school excursion
in the beginning of the 1980s. | thought it was not bad, a nice
place! But my first vivid memory dates back to 1986, when my first
national competitions took place here. If | remember correctly it
was arather successful outing, as | placed 6th in the 5-km race for
age group C (13-14 year old boys). | can recall the difficult uphill
stretches and a nice, beautiful stadium in the valley near the
town. The location was perfect and | sometimes think that if the
stadium were still there today then the World Cup spectators
would be cheering on those slopes.

My more serious skiing career started at Otepaa, as that
same autumn | passed the tests to be admitted to the Otepaa
College of Tallinn Boarding School of Sports. | was registered as
a citizen of Otepaa, and the building that now houses the rural
municipality government became my home for the years | studied
there.

Thus | have seen and followed the developments of local life
for twenty years now, and have evolved here myself as a
sportsman and a personality. By now our whole family has
chosen Otepaa as our hometown. It has certainly been a well-
calculated and good choice. There are many good arguments for
Otepaa beyond just the beautiful natural environment. Due to its
convenient size it is quite comfortable and simple to go
everywhere everything you need is within good reach. This
leaves more time for children and home. | have travelled around
the world a lot and have had the chance to compare other places
like this, but there is one thing | am very sure about Otepaa is a
really nice town to livein.

Itis not hard to see how the local community has developed
and this is also the impression shared by friends who come to
visit. The sporting people, especially those in the skiing
community, have contributed much to that. Sometimes | feel that
local political interests are against it, but hopefully common
sense shall win against personal ambitions. | am definitely an
optimist in that respect. A good example is the hard-working and
ambitious team at Tehvandi Centre, which has undergone visible
changes that make us very happy. Our dream of a modern centre
will soon become true. Hopefully this enthusiasm will find its way
into the hearts of all the people living in our community as well as
all those who love skiing.

So, please enjoy your time and competitive events in my
hometown, Otepaa,

Jaak Mae
Olympic and World Championship medalist
Citizen of Otepéa
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VI etendus / Performance VI

2006

Kuigi Otepaal heideldi juba kuuendat korda, pakkus ka
seekordne kahepaevane MK vdistlus oma, ja sedapuhku lausa
uue varvingu. Ehkki kronoloogiliselt suusatati individuaalne
klassikadistants paev varem, tuli ,oodatum tikk“ — suusasprint
Otepaa moodi - ettekandmisele alles pihapaeval. Ja see oli
ootamist, vaatamist, nautimist vaart ning kippus saama selle
etapinaelaks.

Aga korraks veel ikkagi esimesse paeva. Nagu arvata vois,
kandsid individuaaldistantsid paljude suusatajate puhul oma
maksimumsoorituses ehk pisut talitsetud voi 6igemini 6eldes ehk
mitte just kdige tippsemas vormis oleku marke. Selge see, et
Torino OM ajaks tippude tippu timmimises oli Otepaa vaid Uks
vahepeatus, kus keegi ikkagi pidi vbitma, aga kus keegi oma
kaotussekundite parast ka suurt nutulaulu ei 166nud. Ehkki
esmaemotsioonis moni krobedam séna lendus, vedas igauks
mottes joone alla ja tddes, et kuu enne olimpiat on seis just
selline. Erinevatel maadel on taolised kuuajalised tiitlivdistlus-
eelsed perioodid vaga erinevad. Kui suured suusamaad (Norra,
Venemaa) tegid ka raskel Otepaa klassikarajal veel tiimisisest
katsevdistlust, siis Eesti koondise jaoks raagiti taas |6ppees-
markidest — esmalt ikka 17. veebruarist ja Torinost kui meie
klassikameeste suurimast véimalusest. Kristina testis norralasi
ja nemad omakorda Kristinat. Ja nagu selgus - vbis hea suusk
anda voimaluse ullatada ka kdige eakamal staaril — seekord siis
Hilde Pedersenil. 0,2 sekundiga parem v6i nérgem olemine on nii
viivlihike vahe, et sellest napimana tuleb meelde vaid
legendaarse Juha Mieto kunagine 0,01 sekundiline olimpiakulla
kaotus Thomas Wassbergile. Selline tihe seis ainult kaunistab
voistlust, seda enam, kui eelmise aasta suverdanne valitseja
Marit Bjorgen peab Otepaal koike alles kolmandalt kohalt
jalgima. Aga kokkuvbtvalt kinnitasid nii meeste kui naiste sdidud,
et tipus laheb aina kitsamaks ja suurest slammist valjajaamine
saab toimuma just Torinos.

Aga lubatagu sellest - seisund pole paha - olukorrast siirduda
sprindi juurde. Ja kohe saab ¢elda, et Tehvandi pakkus uue
sprindirajaga hea lahinguvalja, kus maailma kdige paremad
J[ulistajad® oma minekus tagasi ei hoidnud. Rootslaste hea
sprinditdé saras, seda kroonisid ka voidud. Kogu taktikaline
arsenal, aga samas joud, kiirus ja vastupidavus toodi sellel
Otepaa MK sprindi esietendusel kdige vahetumalt arvuka publiku
ning telesuusatamise kitkes olevate fannide ette. Lisaks sellele
tootas esimese tdusu juures sakslaste oma kaamerapunkt, kus
lisaks Johan Behle kommentaaridele sai iga juuresolija pilgu
rajaveersesse telerisse puurida. Sprindiraja nutikas lahendus
tootas perfektselt, rajadared huilgasid ja siinsamas oma silme all
oli vdimalus veenduda, kuidas koorub start-stardi jarel valja Bjorn
Lindi vdimekus.

Nagu hea teatrietenduse v&i (tleme néiteks Arne Ukskiila
rollitditmise juures ei saa kbike kirjeldada, nii ei saa seda teha ka
Lindi vaadates. Taiuslikkusele, mida etendavad nii Otepaa
sprindivditja Lind voi ka meie klassikaspets Andrus ei saa tapseid
parameeteid kulge riputada. See ongi selline - taiuslik...

Hea, et kogu see sprindistory nii kaunilt Iaks. Otepaa MK lugu sai
taas uue ning sisuka lehe keerata. Samas loodavad kdik, et kui
MK  korraldusvark kaib samas ritmis ja ldheb oma uute
plaanidega jargmisele aastaringile, siis saab siin veel palju
nauditavaid ,tikke vaadata“. Kes siis just peaosi taidavad, pole
tahtis, agaigatahes on nad maailma tipptegijad.

Although it was already a sixth time to compete in Otepaa, the
World Cup competition had something to offer this time, as well —
a whole new atmosphere. While the individual classical distance
was skiied a day earlier, the best part — sprint in Otepaa style —
was performed no sooner than Sunday. And it was worth waiting
for, seeing and enjoying, most probably becoming the high point
ofthe stage.

But let’s return to the first day for a moment. As it could be
expected, the individual distances of many skiiers showed - at
maximum - signs of modestness or, to say it more correctly, of a
mediocre shape. It is clear that on the way of moulding the
champions for the Olympic Games in Torino, Otepaa was merely
one stop in which someone had to win but no tears were shed on
lost seconds. Although some swear words were blurted out under
the influence of first emotions, everyone made conclusions in
their mind and recognized their results as an indicator of their
condition one month before the Olympics. Month-long periods
before important contests vary greatly among different countries.
While the great skiing countries (Norway, Russia) decided to
have a test competition among team members even on a difficult
landscape of the Otepaa classic trail, Estonian representative
team talked about the final goals again — first about the February
17 and then Torino as the best chance for our classic-style men.
Kristina was testing Norwegians and they were testing her. And
as it turned out, a good ski could give a chance to surprise
spectactors to even the oldest among stars — this time, Hilde
Pedersen. Being better or weaker by 0.2 seconds is such a
minute difference that the only defeat with a closest margin
coming to mind is the onetime 0.01 second loss of the Olympic
gold by legendary Juha Mieto to Thomas Wassberg. A tight
competition like that only adds beauty to it, even more because
the sovereign of the last year, Marit Bjorgen, had to observe
everything from only a third place. But to sum up, both, male and
female races confirmed that there is less room in the top and the
dropouts from the final struggle are yet to be decided in Torino.

But allow us to return to sprint from this state of contentment. It
can be said right away that Tehvandi with its sprint-trail offered a
good battle-field for the best fighters in the world who didn’t hold
themselves back. The Swedes” outstanding sprint-work was
crowned by victories. The whole tactical arsenal together with
power, speed and stamina were brought in front of the large
crowd of onlookers and fans enchained to a TV-set on the
opening show of sprint in Otepaa’s World Cup competition. In
addition to that, Germans had their own cameras set up by the
first rise where the comments of Johan Behle were
complemented by a TV-transfer by the trail where everyone could
keep track of the competition. Smart solution of the sprinting trail
worked perfectly, spectactors were hooting and the emergence of
capabilities of Bjorn Lind start after start could be seen without
leaving a spot.

Justlike everything can 't be described when talking about a good
theatrical performance or, let’s say, acting of Aarne Ukskila, it
can not be done when watching Lind, also. Perfection
represented by Otepaa’s sprint winner Lind and our classic-style
professional Andrus can’t be measured in any way. It simply is
likeitis —perfect...

The beautiful course of this sprintstory pleases us. The chapter of
Otepaa’s World Cup could be turned to a new and eventful page.
Everyone hopes that when the organizational side of the World
Cup continues the same way and steps into the next year with
new plans, a lot of great shows will be seen here. Who shall actin
the leading roles is not important — in any case, they are going to
be the tops of the world.
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Kumnendat korda stardis !

Esimest korda olin stardis 1999.aastal ja sain seitsmenda
koha. Ja nii olengi Otepaal olnud igal aastal. Minu esimene suur
Uldistus on Otepaal on vaga head korraldajad.

Sel esimesel korral, 1999.aastal oli muidugi Otepaa ja Eesti
meile vaga ,eksootiline“. See oli uus suusamaa, mida me samm -
sammult avastasime. Reaalsus oli aga selline Eestis esimest
korda toimuvat MK vaistlust vaatas tuhandeid inimesi. Ja rajad
olid téeliselt rasked. Meile oli see suur kogemus. Niimoodi siis
naitas ,uustulnukas ,suusakeskus oma suusatraditsioone ja
oskusi ning tegi seda parimal moel...

Minu parim Otepaa tulemus on kolmas ja viletsaim 51. koht.
Selle viiekimne esimese sain Uhisstardis, kus kaotasin suusa.
Kuid peame need halvad tulemused unustama ja keskenduma
ikkagi parematele.

Nagu ma markisin, on Eesti naidanud end vaga kogenud
korraldajana, olles maailma parimate hulgas. Kéik asjad on siin
heas slsteemis. Ainsaks erandiks on ainult ilm, mis alati pole just
korraldajate poolel. Oleme saanud mitmel korral vihma ja
kogenud kehvasid lumeolusid. Uhel korral purustas torm kogu
voistluskeskuse ja vdistlus tuli ara jatta. Meie aga, oodates
kojusditu, korraldasime Otepaa spordihallis imelise jalgpalli-
voistluse, kus méotu votsid sprinterid ja distantsimehed. Need
kdik on nii meeldivad malestused!

Loodan Otepaale tulla ka sel talvel, see on vahemalt praegu minu
plaanides. Nautida taas toeliselt head (ttupilist Otepaa) klassika-
voistlust. Ja muidugi tdsist heitlust kohalike sangarite ... Andruse
jaJaaguga.

Hindan vaga teie sobralikkust ja entusiasmi!

0Odd Bjorn Hjelmeset
maailmameister

Odd Bjorn Hjelmeset

Tenth time in start !

| took part first time in 1999 and got seventh place. And so |
have been in Otepaa every year. My first common opinion is -
Otepaa is very good organiser.

First time in 1999 Estonia and Otepaa was very “exotic” for
us. Thatwas new ski country what we discovered step by step.
In reality - there were thousands of spectators watching WCup
Race first time in Estonia. And the courses were really tough.
Great experience for us! So ,newcomer® resort, showed his
skitraditions and skills in bestway...

My best result in Otepaa is 3rd place, and the poorestis 51.
The 51st place was in a mass start when I lost my ski. But we must
forget the bad results and focus on the good ones.

As | said, Estonia has shown to be a very experienced
organiser, they are among the best in the World. All things are in
good system.

Only exception is the weather which is not always on the
organisers side. We have had rain and poor snow conditions
several times. One year everything was blowing to pieces, and
the race was cancelled. While waiting for the home travel we had
an amazing football match in a sports hall in Otepaa (sprinters
againstlong distance skiers). These all are so good memories!

| hope to come to Otepaa also this winter (that is my plan by
now). | look forward to enjoy once again a really good classical
(typical Otepaa ) race. And hardest buttles also with local heroes
... Andrus and Jaak. | appreciate your friendliness and your
enthusiasm!

0Odd-Bjorn Hjelmeset
World Champion
Livigno, December 14
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2007

Kui nadalapaevad enne MK toimumist sénab peakorraldaja
Alar Arukuusk avalikult televisioonis, et tal on tisna kéhe tunne,
siis hoomab enamus inimesi saadud sénumist, et kdhedus
lume ja suusaraja saamise osas lahtub pigem taevast kui maa
pealt. Ja nii see oligi ehkki kaks paeva varem andis ilmajaam
viimaseks, voistluseelseks nadalaks kiilma ja lume lootust, oli
see siiskivaid lootus. Nendesamaste iimamuutuste pohjal tegi
paev hiliem oma viimasese otsuse ka korralduskomitee ning
saatis selle laiali murdmaa-suusatamisrahvale Ule ilma. Aga
maa peal ja reaalselt — seisis pidevate vihmahoogude all
troostitult lumekahurite vagi, ootasid kaivitamist laadurid ning
autod. Osaliselt tehtud MK rajast olid jarele jaanud vaid
rismed. Oma osa vottis Tehvandi ndlval vaid lambakari,
nosides isukalt suusaraja alla jadvat mahlast rohukamarat.

Kogu suusamaailm oli sellest ebaharilikust sugisest ja talvest
juba parajat moodi résida saanud. Nii naiteks tunnistas Otepaa
MK hilisem vditja Axel Teichmann, et tema pidi vahepeal
rullsuuskadel, rattal ja jousaalis treenima. Eestiski tosteti
suusakalendrit ringi ja tehti n.6. hadaabitreeninguid, kus aga
lapp valget maad leiti. Arevatoonilisi parimisi tuli ka FIS-i poolt
ning mitmest kandist Euroopast. Samas olid Itaalia ja Sveitsi
keskused valmis voistlust lile votma ...

Aga nagu ikka Uks dige lootus toimib tuliloodetud - lumija kdlm
ning viimase nadala alguses tulistas 14 kahurit lund ja
teisipaeval laksid taevaluugidki valla. Kui selline 100 ja enama
protsendine tegevus nii maruliselt kaivitub, siis on ainuke mure
tehnika parast - et kdik torud, juhtmed ja kaitsmed vastu peaks.
Inimeste poolel oli omamoodi muretumgi kui enamus sai
I6puks rampvasinuna hilis6dl voodisse, siis oli see rassimisest
tulnud uni hoopis ménusam kui see lumeootuse oma, mis koiki
piki 6id oli vaevanud.

Otepaa sai taas 6igeks tunniks valmis - vodrustama ja imelisi
klassikasoitude paevi pakkuma. Veelgi enam, kes tippudest
aga rajalt tuli, kinnitas senise hooaja parimad olud. Nii et vdis
hoolimata kdigest taas hammas hamba vastu minna.

Seitsmendat korda Otepaal paremust selgitades anti ligi 18
000 inimese ees Sapporo MM-i nimel tehtavast hea etendus.
Sai selgemast selgemaks, et tase on ulimalt tihe ja laheb veelgi
tummisemaks jargneva kuu aja jooksul. Kui parast kaheaastast
vahet toéusis MK pjedestaali kdrgemale astmele taas Axel
Teichmann ja oma esimese etapivoidu sai Otepaad end lausa
kodukandiks tituleeriv poolatar Justyna Kowalczyk, siis laks
n.6. kuumas rihmas hoomatavalt palavamaks. Ning kui Jens
Arne Svartedal serveeris sprindipaeva ponevaima lahenduse,
saades eelsdidus viimasena 30 parema hulka ja voites hiljem
kogu 117 mehelise vae, siis 166di Sapporo jaoks laotud
kaardipakk taas parajalt segamini. Oma keskparast vormi
tunnistav Virpi Kuitunen aga ilmutas selgeid marke, et tal on
selle hooaja vditudeks hea pohilaotud.

Kodustest voodrustajatest jai seekord suurest mangust valja
pdlvehadas Andrus Veerpalu ja kogu raskus kandus Jaak
Maele, kes sitkelt heideldes poodiumi viienda koha hdivas.
Kristinas aga tundus mingi siseheitlus kaivat, mis ei lasknud
Otepaa pohjal veel selgelt aimata, kuhu poole hooaeg kaldub.
Ehk kujuneski kodupubliku maiuspalaks seetdttu justkui enam
sprindivoistlus, kus Eesti mehed neljakesi |6ppvdistlusele
murdsid, aga seal maailma tipuga heideldes kull tasakaalu-
kaotuste aga ehk ka napima taktikalise pagasi tottu
|6puringidest eemale jaid. Oma suusakarjaari edukaima séidu
tegi aga sprindirajal Piret Pormeister, saades 20. kohaga kirja
MK esimesed punktid.

Nii veeres see kdhedalt alanud nadal imekaunis talveilmas
suure suusatamise varasalve...

When a few days before World Cup the head organiser Alar
Arukuusk admitted during public television interview, that he felt
rather unnerving, most people understood this message that the
hesitation is due to the heavenly rather than earthly forces. And that
was exactly the case although two days earlier weather forecast
gave hope of snowfall and cold weather for the last week before
competitions, it was still nothing more than just a hope. These
weather changes were considered by the organizing committee
when it adopted its last decision and transmitted it to cross-country
skiers all over the world. Meanwhile, in the real world, army of snow
cannons stood bleakly in the rain, and loaders and trucks were in
ready state. Only straps were left of the partially artificial World Cup
tracks. The only party to benefit from such weather seemed to be a
herd of sheep on the slope of Tehvandi, nibbling the juicy turf below
the skitracks.

This unordinary autumn and winter had already caused much
trouble for entire skiing world. For example, Axel Teichmann, who
later on became the winner of Otepaa World Cup, admitted that he
had to train by using roller skis, bicycle and gym equipment. Ski
calendar was constantly modified and rearranged also in Estonia
and so-called emergency training was carried out wherever a piece
of snow was found. Anxious inquiries were also made by FIS and
by other European countries. At the same time Italy and
Switzerland were ready to take over the organisation of
competitions ...

But as usual in nature much expected snow and cold arrived at
last, and in early days of the last week 14 snow cannons were in
operation and on Tuesday the skies opened for more snow to fall.
In case of such rapid changes and action, the only concern is that of
the technical equipment one has to ensure that all pipes, lines and
fuses resist the cold. Things looked better in terms of human
resources when most of the people got to bed late at night after a
day of hard work, they were likely to sleep more soundly than
during the nights spent in expectation of snow.

Once again, Otepaa saved the day in the last minute, and was
ready to entertain and guests and provide wonderful days of
classic racing. Furthermore after racing, each and every top skier
assured that these were the best conditions of this season. And so,
despite all former troubles, tooth-for-tooth contest was on.

An excellent play was given in front of approximately 18,000
people when competing in Otepaa for the purpose of preparing for
Sapporo World Championships for the seventh time. It became
absolutely clear that the competition is extremely close and will
become even closer within the next month. When Axel Teichmann
rose to the highest level of the podium of World Cup after being
away for two years, and when Justyna Kowalczyk, a Polish who
virtually considers Otepaa her second home, won the first stage,
the so-called hot team became perceptibly even hotter. The deck of
cards for Sapporo was once again shuffled when Jens Arne
Svartedal served the most intriguing solution to the sprint day, as
he reached the last position in top 30 during the previous race and
was victorious over the entire army of 62 men. Virpi Kuitunen, who
admitted being in her average form, showed clear signs of laying
good groundwork for further victories during this season.

As for our home team, Andrus Veerpalu was left out of the top
contest this time due to knee trouble, thus placing entire load on
Jaak Mae, who fought his way to the fifth place.

Kristina, however, seemed to have some sort of internal conflict,
which made it difficult to predict the tendencies of this season. That
might also be the reason why home spectators saw a treat in the
sprint competition, where Estonian men broke through to the finals,
although they were left out of the final laps due to loss of balance
and may be lack of tactical experience, when competing against
the leading skiers of the world. Piret Pormeister made the best
sprint race of her skiing career as she reached 20th position and
gained herfirst score in World Cup competitions.

And so, despite being rather unnerving at first, this week of
wonderful winter weather found its place in the garner of great
skiing events...



Justyna

Virpi Kowalczyk .
Kuitunen POL Valentina
FIN Schevchenko
UKR

W 10km CI Individual

Virpi
Astrid Kugm‘e" Evgenia
Jacobsen Shapovalova
NOR RUS

W 1,0km Sprint Cl



- | Jena

.Axel = 1 - Yassili Arne
Frode Teichmann Oﬁl:l-E]lIn = S Rotehey Syartedal Torin
Estil GER Hidhpesat 4 ot RUS HOR Koos:

NOR ﬂm 2

USA

M 1.2km Sprint C



Justyna Kovalzcyk

Otepaa — minu
sportlik kodu!

Otepad on olnud minu meelistreening-
kohaks nii suvel kui talvel. Siinsed ideaalsed
tingimused, kaunis Umbrus , aga ka valitsev
sportlik 6hkkond on just need asjad, mis mind
siiajalle jajalle tagasitoovad...

On omamoodi tdhenduslik mark, et ka
siinsed maailmakarikavdistlused on mul kdige
paremini onnestunud. Ei tea, kas see tuleb
sellest, et ma seda paika nii hasti tunnen, aga
killap on selles oluline osa ka vdistluste heal
korraldusel, kdige simpaatsemal ja diglasemal
publikul. See koéik kokku on Otepaa toeline
visiitkaart.

Just neil radadel said teoks minu tdelised
sbidud ja Onnestumised. 2006.aastal téusin
Otepaal kolmandaga kohaga esmakordselt MK
voistluse pjedestaalile. Aasta hiljem suutsin
hdivata juba kdrgeima poodiumi.

Tehvandi raske ja keeruline rada on
maailmas nahtutest mulle sobivaim. Nagu
voistlused on naidanud, siis siin ei vdideta
juhuse labi, vaid tuleb olla selle hetke kdige
tugevam, kiirem ja vastupidavam suusataja.
Olen dnnelik, et olen suutnud siin voita !

Juba kimne aastaselt alates olen igal
aastal, just augustis tulnud Otepaale treenima.
Suvised treeninguvdimalused on siin ideaali-
ldhedased — hea rullsuusatamisrada, ménusad
jooksurajad ning suure-parased rattasoidu-
vbBimalused. Siin saab valida tingimusi mistahes
iseloomuga treeninguks...

Ning siis olen teinud siin — ka oma ainsa
suvise kontrollvdistluse 166nud kaasa ( ja seda
ikka monu ning ka teatud eduga) ,Suverulli
voistlusel.

Selle kdige kogetu pdhjal saan kindlalt
soovitada ka teistele suusatajatele tulge ka
Otepaale minu ,sportlikku koju*!

Parimate soovidega
Justyna Kovalzcyk
maailmameister/POL/

i

Otepaa — My Second
Home for Training
Period

Otepaa has been my favorite place for
training both in summer and winter. The perfect
conditions, beautiful scenery and great
atmosphere for doing sports keep bringing me
back here.

Itis very significant for me that | have always
performed well here at World Cup competitions. |
do not know for sure whether the fact that | am so
familiar with the place has anything to do with it,
but good organization of the competitions as well
as fair and charming spectators play definitely an
importantrole.

My best competitions and accomplish-
ments have happened exactly on those tracks.
My third place in Otepaa in 2006 took me to the
pedestal of a World Cup competition for the first
time. And next year, | succeeded to take the
highest place.

Of various tracks around the world, this
difficult terrain of Tehvandi suits me best. The
competitions have shown that winning do not
come by chance here but you must really be the
best at the time, have the best speed and
endurance. | am so thrilled that | have managed
towin here.

| have been coming to train in Otepaa every
August since | was just ten years old. In summer,
the conditions are perfect here — great
rollerskiing facilities, nice running tracks and
good cycling paths. Basically, it is possible to do
any sports here.

This is also the place where | with
completed considerable pleasure and success
my one and only summer competition so far,
Suverull.

Having experienced all this, | am calling all
skiers: come to Otepaa, to my second home for
training period.

Bestwishes,
Justyna Kovalzcyk
World champion (Poland)




Suverull
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2008

Kull tahtnuks Otepaa MK etapi kaheksanda etenduse lugu
alustada hoopis muust, aga ka seekord sai pohitegijaks ilm
oma kapriisidega. Pidevad soojalained, pea et lumetu
Eestimaa, udu ja pori igal pool. Aga hoolimata sellisest
Uldtaustast annab MK korraldust juhtiv Alar Arukuusk nadal
enne Otepaa etappi suurele uudistajatevaele koondsénumi - ef
saa olla Ulioptimistlik, aga on olnud keerukamaid aastaid. Mis
lubas Alaril siis sellise musta seisu juures nii Ullatavat ja
positiivset sdnumit tekitada. Aga eks ikka see, et 2008.a. MK- le
moeldi juba eelmisel talvel - lumekahuritega lund varuma
hakates. Pea et 7000 kantmeetrit lund pandi ule suve ja stgise
ootama, et just sellest MK raja alus tekitada. Et mujal sellega
hakkama saadakse, oli teada, aga Eestis laks see suusaraja
tegemise moodus kaiku alles esimest korda. Voib arvata, et
kogu Tehvandi keskuse korraldusteam seiras suvi |abi
Hobuseraua juures metsaveeres saepuruvaiba all tukkuvat
suurt lumehunnikut. Eks arutlus kais ikka selle tle — kui palju
lund sealt maapinda niriseb ja mis sest Uldse jarele jaab. Talve
hakuks jai aga seejagu suusalund, et kui see lahti ,pakiti“, sai
temast tdesti MK suusaraja pohiosa.

Nud toimetati selle ,kalli kraamiga“ tuntud stsenaariumijargi—
iga kilmemgi 6ine hetk kasutati raja remontimiseks ning ka
lisalume teoks. Ja igal hommikul oli kdik taas sdidukorras.
Niisuguses ,pideva paastmise” seisus jaadi siis atleete ootama.

Maailma suusatamine oli Otepaa paeviks juba selle talve
peamise tdmbenumbri — Tour de Ski ette manginud
aastavahetust hdolmav voistlussari pakkus taas pingelise ja
nauditava heitluse. Ehkki sellise suure pingutuse jarel, aga ka
heitliku talvega kipuvad haigused lausa valimata oma vétma,
said Touri parimad Nuustakule tulekuks enamvahem tervised
jalle korda. Nii kinnitas hooaja vaaramatu liilder Lukas Bauer, et
tema enesetunne lubas stardiotsuse teha alles méned paevad
enne MK etappi. Suusatajatele on aga kéik need vantsutused
tuttav lugu. Kui neid siis taas ka napid lumeolud ootavad, siis
antakse igale sellisele - Otepédélaadsele - korraldustoodle tais
tunnustus. Ja ehkki olud laksid ka meil iga s6iduga aina
vesisemaks ja vesisemaks, ei tehtud sellest suurt numbrit.

Naiste 10 km distantsil tahtis muidugi Virpi Kuitunen Tour de Skil
oma pisut ootamatut peavdiduta jaamist korvata. See laks ka
igati tappi ning koos Aino Kaisa Saarisega kaksikvoitu vottes
andis Otepaa soit selge margi, et soomlannade paralt paistab
ka kogu Ulejaanud hooaeg minevat. Meeste 15 km
klassikavoistlusest alates tegi aga niiskete ja udusevéitu
Tehvandi metsade vahele jaav pealtvaatajate ergutuskoor oma
registrid taiega lahti. Ning oli ka pdhjust! Tasa ja targu alustanud
Lukas Bauer laks ju sekund - sekundis Jaak Maega ning mis
koduvage eriti huilgama ajas — parast pikka vigastuspausi liikus
taas omas véimsuses Andrus Veerpalu. Lo6mata jai Bauer aga
ka siin, kuid Jaak Mae teine koht ning AndrusVeerpalu
neljandale kohale viinud véimas I6puspurt likkis Otepaa
suusapubliku suusasodidu elamuste ritta veel Uhe sarava -
maailmataseme tipphetke.

Vahepeal siis veel tks udune ja niiske 66 ning stardikord laks
sprinterite katte. Kdill kais siin alles katsetamine! Ja
pohikisimuseks vaid ks —kas minna maardega voiilma?

Kui voidusobite Uldistada, siis seekordsed Otepaa rajaolud
ndudsid voitjaks ulimalt joulist natuuri. Sloveenlanna Petra
Majdi¢ ongi nagu sellise raske sdidu jaoks loodud ja ega ta
lasknudki oma voiduvdimalust kdest. Meeste eelsbitudega sai
aga selgeks, et seekord jagavad saravama kraami enda vahel
norralased. Ehkki Usna sudikalt sekkusid ka Emil Jénnson ning
kodukandi mees Peeter Kimmel, jai kolme naabrimehe jaks
siiski peale.

Voistluse |6ppedes lippasid suusaradades juba veenired ning
staadion hakkas sulava jarvesilma moodte vétma... Aga pidas
siiski vastu - see mullune lumi! Suur tanu talle ning tema
tegijatele, sest ilma selle kaiguta oleksime me téesti plindris
olnud ja niigi auklik suusakalender veelgi auklikumaks lainud.

It was not my intention to start the story of the eighth performance of
Otepaa World Cup with the whimsical weather (again), butas usual, it
has played leading role by bringing constantly warm weather, fog and
mud and virtually no snowfall in Estonia. And yet, despite such
general background Alar Arukuusk, the head organiser of the World
Cup, sent a brief message to the public just one week before Otepaa
performance, saying one cannot be too optimistic, but we have had
more complicated years than this one. What was behind that
surprising and positive message under such murky circumstances?
Well, this was possible due to the fact that the organisers started to
think about the World Cup 2008 already last winter — when they
collected snow with snow cannons. Almost 7000 m® of snow was
collected and stored through summer and autumn, in order to
establish a basis for the tracks of the World Cup. This method has
been commonly used elsewhere, but in Estonia this technology was
used for the first time. As you might think, the entire organising team
of Tehvandi centre monitored the heap of snow drowsing under the
sawdust carpet at the edge of the wood near Horseshoe. Main issue
of discussions concerned the amount of melting snow draining into
the ground and potential amount of remaining snow. But when winter
setin, there was enough snow left to build the main part of the World
Cup skitracks.

From there on this “valuable stuff” was used according to common
scenario — every cold moment was used for repairing the tracks and
for making additional snow. And in every morning everything was
ready and functional. So, in the mode of “constant rescue operations”
Otepaa stood waiting for athletes.

By the time the performance started in Otepaa, world ski events have
already been played out the main winter attraction - Tour de Ski— the
competitions held in the beginning of the New Year provided an
exciting and enjoyable show. Although people tend to come down
with illnesses after such major efforts and due to varying winter
weather, the best competitors of the Tour managed to get well by the
time of coming to Nuustaku. Thus Lukas Bauer, the unshakeable
leader of this season, said that he was able to make the decision
about participation only a few days before the World Cup stage.
However, all these torments are well-known to the skiers. And if such
circumstances are accompanied by lack of snow, the organisational
work carried out a la Otepaé is considered praiseworthy. Despite the
fact that the tracks became more and more wet and watery by each
round, no big deal was made of it.

As for women's 10 km distance, Virpi Kuitunen tried to compensate
for unexpected failure to win the jackpot at Tour de Ski. She got
everything right and shared the best result with Aino Kaisa Saarinen,
showing that the Finnish women seem to be successful during the
rest of the season. The cheers of the audience in the humid and foggy
woods of Tehvandi became even louder during men's classical 15
km. And it was for a good reason! Lukas Bauer, who started slow and
steady, preceded Jaak Mae only by a few seconds. Besides that the
home audiences became ecstatic due to the powerful appearance of
Andrus Veerpalu, who had taken a long break because of an injury.
Bauer still came first, but the second place by Jaak Mae and fourth
place by Andrus Veerpalu accounted for another bright world-level
moment among the memories of the audience in Otepaa.

After another foggy and humid nightit was time for the sprinters. What
astruggle! Main question was —whether to go with wax or no wax?

In general terms, this time the state of tracks in Otepaa required the
winner to have extremely powerful nature. Petra Majdic, the
Slovenian skier, seems as if she was made for such a tough track,
and she did not waste her chance of winning. Men's preliminary
rounds made it clear that this time the shiny medals are going to be
shared by Norwegians. Although mettlesome Emil Jénnson and our
local fellow Peeter Kimmel stood out, they ran out of steam before
three competitors.

By the time the competition was over, the tracks had turned into
streams and the stadium looked more and more like a small lake...
However, the snows of yesteryear still pulled through! Many
thanks to the snow for holding up, and many thanks to those who
made it happen, because otherwise we would have been in major
trouble and already sparse ski calendar would have become even
sparser
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Otepaa MK heas ja positiivses arengus.

Tahaks kohe vaita, et Otepad MK vdistlus on meile,
suusatajatele selline sindmus, kus Uhenduvad omavahel vaga
hea organisatsioon ning suurvdistlusele kohane pidulikkus. See
MK etapp on pidupaevadeks mitte ainult Eestile, vaid kogu
maailma suusaspordile!

Mulle on dlimalt meeldiv olnud, et maailma murdmaa-
suusatajate voistlust Otepaal on austanud oma kohaloleku ja
huviga ka Eesti Vabariigi presidendid Arnold Ruutel ja Toomas
Hendrik llves. See on muidugi Otepaa MK korraldajatele ja meile
, suusatajatele suureks tunnustuseks. Aga praeguse peaministri
Andrus Ansipi tavakohasest MK kulastusest ei pruugiks uldse
raakida, sest aktiivse suusatajajajalgratturina eisaataju sellist,,
suusaspordi maiuspala“ vahele jatta.

Mind kui treenerit huvitab muidugi radade olukord. Siin ei
saa Tehvandi rajameistritele kull Ghtki etteheidet teha. See rada
on ideaalne, kus vaatamata Usna tosistele tdusudele ei leia
samas Uhtki ohtlikku laskumist. Voistlusrada on imeliselt
kavandatud, seda mitte ainult sportlaste ja treenerite, aga ka
pealtvaatajate huvisid arvestades. Vdistlejad kdivad enamuse
osa pealtvaatajate eest labi kahel, mones kohas isegi kolmel
korral. Kui arvestada veel rada katvate valjuhaaldajate paigutust,
siis on pealtvaatajatel kogu aeg vdistluste kaigust Ulimalt hea
Ulevaade. Aga nende jaoks me ju voistlemegi!

Just selles osas - pealtvaatajate eest hoolisemises jaab
meie oma Robinski MK vdistlus oluliselt Otepaast maha. Oleme
muidugi Otepaa kogemustest dppinud ja kui saime Rdbinski
voistluse, siis tdime omad korraldajad vaatama ja ppima nii MK
voistlusele kui ka Suverullile.

Mis mind aga veelgi ullatab, siis ehkki pean juba praegust
Otepaa voistlust pea etideaalseks, siis kaib siin kogu aeg asjade
edasiarendamine. Sildade kaudu on hasti lahendatud radade
ristumised ja praegu toimub hoogne t66 suusastaadioni
rekonstrueerimisel. Nii suur vdistlus ei saa labi ilma vaba-
tahtliketa ja neid on Otepaal piisavalt innukad ja mis ka eriti téhtis
heade keeleoskustega. Minule kui pikki aastaid Otepaal kainud
inimesele on meeldiv seegi, et korraldajad pole pidanud vaevaks
ka oma suusaveterane voistlust vaatama kutsuda. On hea
nendega, paljude minu endiste voistluskaaslastega kohtuda ja
juttu ajada.

Tahan siinkohal kiita ja tanada ka Tehvandi keskust, kus
Venemaa suusakoondised on palju aastaid harjutanud nii suvel
kui talvel. Meile seal meeldib ja meil on seal mugav ning kodune.
Ja Tehvandi kédk — see on omaette klass. Proovige nende
tehtud kohupiima hapukoore ning keedisega! See on meie
suusakoondise Uks meelistoite ja lausa Tehvandi firmaroog.

Suurt abi oleme saanud oma asjade ajamisel kolleegidelt
Eesti Suusaliidust. On selleks siis viisade, sdidu- voi
majutuseasjad — ikka saab Eestisse laagrit voi voistlust
planeerides kdik korda. Teame ju seda lahendust koikidele
probleemidele — helista Eesti Suusaliitu, Ullele!

Usun, et paljud minu motted langevad kokku ka teiste
Otepaal olnud suusakoondistega. Nii et saan sportlaste,
treenerite ja muude abiliste poolt 6elda kdigile Otepaa MK
korraldajatele vaid suurimad tanud ja pakume enda poolt siis
taas Uhe tulise voistluse.

Juri TSarkovski
Venemaa suusakoondise peatreener



The Otepaa World Cup a positive development

| would like to say right off that for us skiers, the FIS World
Cup in Otepaa is the kind of event that combines very good
organizational qualities with the pomp and ceremony befitting a
major championship. This round of the World Cup is a feast day
not just for Estonia but for the sport of skiing worldwide!

It is extremely pleasing for me that among other dignitaries,
the Estonian Presidents past and present Arnold Ruutel and
Toomas Hendrik llves have graced the cross-country skiing event
at Otepaa with their presence and interest. This is of course, a
great honour for the organizers of the Otepaa World Cup and for
us, skiers. And we should not be surprised in the least that current
prime minister Andrus Ansip is once again attending the World
Cup, as such an avid skier and cyclist could not possibly skip
such a delectable event on the skiing calendar.

As a coach, | am of course most interested in the state of the
track. The Tehvandi track masters can certainly not be faulted in
any way. The track is in ideal condition, and in spite of some fairly
serious climbs, there is not a single hazardous descent. The
competition track was wonderfully designed, not just for athletes
and coaching staff but also for spectators. The competitors will
pass by most spectator areas twice; at some points, three times.
If we take into account the locations of the public address
loudspeakers, the spectators will have an extremely good
continuous overview of how the race is shaping up. And after all,
we race for the spectators!

In precisely this regard catering to the wishes of the
spectators Russia's own, Rybinsk World Cup competition falls
well short of Otepaa. Of course, we have learned from Otepaa's
experiences and when Rybinsk received the honour of hosting
the competition, we brought our organizers to look and learn
both to the FIS World Cup Cross-Country Otepaa and to Suverull.

What really surprises me is that, although | consider the
current Otepaa competition to be close to ideal, the process of

improvement and fine-tuning continues. The track crossings are
well-designed using bridges and hard work is currently underway
to refurbish the stadium. Such a major competition cannot be
successful without volunteers and there are plenty of them at
Otepaa volunteers who are enthusiastic and, what's more,
linguistically proficient. For me, someone who has been coming
to Otepaa for many years, yet another pleasant factor is that the
organizers have not considered it too much trouble to invite skiing
veterans to watch the competition. Itis good to meet and chat with
these old hands, many of whom | once raced against.

| would like to praise and thank the Tehvandi Centre as well,
where Russia's ski teams practiced for many years, both in
summer and winter. We like it here and we find it comfortable and
home-like. And the food at Tehvandi that's in a class all its own.
Try their curds with sour cream and fruit preserves! That is one of
our ski team's favourite foods and it is practically the house
speciality at Tehvandi.

We have received great assistance in various issues from
our colleagues at the Estonian Ski Association. Be it visas, travel
or lodging issues, everything gets put in order when planning a
camp or competition in Estonia. Yes, we know the solution to all
problems just call Ulle at the Estonian SkiAssociation!

| believe many of my thoughts coincide with those of other ski
teams at Otepaa. So on behalf of athletes, coaches and other
support staff, | have only the most heartfelt thanks to express to
the organizers of the Otepaa World Cup and once again, we will
reciprocate with competitive spirit and, hopefully, an exciting
race.

Yuri Charkovsky
Head coach ofthe Russian national ski team
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On ju tuntud teatud lause, mis kasib 9 korda m&6ta ja alles siis
hinnangu anda! See pdhimdte sobib vaga hasti ka Otepaa MK
ehk suusaetenduste kohta, kus nlilidseks just seesama arv
mootmisi just katte jdudmas. Eks ole iga MK etapiga antud
toimunule eelkdige just voistlejate poolt hinnang ning see on
reeglina objektiivne ning pole lisakommenteerimist vajanud, aga
monegi vigade paranduse kaima likanud.

Tehvandil sujus sel vdistlusnadalal kdik taas imeliselt. Suured
mured jaid korvale, sest ilm ja lumi pakkusid ehk Uht koikide
aegade parimaid olusid ning sedasi sai Libereci MM-iks
valmistumisel tdhtsat kohta omav MK etapp end rahus ja samal
ajal tavakohase kire ja voistlustuhinaga lahti kerida.

Keritavat aga jatkus. Esmalt ehk sellele kodusele - taas arvukale
ja isegi justkui masu-aega trotsivale pealtvaatajate vaele. Ning
jargmisena kohe ka koigile rahvuskoondistele, eraldi vottes aga
igale starti minevale suusatajale oma karmil ja voérdlemist
vbimaldaval moel. Juba Uheksandat talve Tehvandi radadel
startiv Odd Bjorn Hjelmeset on muidugi Otepaa oludega Ulihasti
kursis ja nagu taise nentis nuudseks siis on ta ka pariselt terve, et
taas suurde mangu sekkuda. Omamoodi vastutuskoorem paistis
kasvavat aga Tour de Skil alles 11. kohaga I6petanud Lucas
Baueri o6lgadel. Eks Otepaa pidi nidd sinna kas rahu- voi
murenoote lisama. Ja muidugi kuidas jatkab hooaja komeet
Dario Cologna? Mida suudab hea vormi marke naitav Justyna
Kowalczyk ja kuidas énnestub tal tagasi térjuda soomlannade
ning muidugi ka Petra Majdici rinnakuid.

Klassikadistants annab juba esimese paeva jarel selgeid vihjeid
ka Libere¢i MM-i suunas. Bauer liigub taas oma vdimsal moel ja
nuld jaab tal koduradade triumfi jaoks vaja vaid paar kolm
oskusliku viimase lihvi nadalat. Ule pika aja saab naha
tervisehadadest paranevat klassikaspetsi Andrus Veerpalu ja
selle hetke seisundist Iahtudes pole tema so6it mitte paha. Kindlalt
on aga Tour de Ski raskust nii ménegi mehe (ka kodupubliku ees
soOitvate Jaak Mae ja Aivar Rehemaa) jalgades. Sinna Tehvandi
tdusu otse joudes tunnevad paljud, justkui oleks see Kesk-
Euroopa magede raskus nagu siia veelkord ule kandunud. Ehkki
atmosfaar on fantastiline, rajad head ning viimse peal publik —
nagu kommenteerib kolmanda kohaga Ulimalt rahule jaanud ja
Otepaa MK-I samuti iheksandat korda startinud Vincent Vittoz.
Justyna Kowalczykil polnud vahepealsest Vancouveri MK reisist
mingeid vasimusmarke. Vastupidi — hea minek tundub minevat
aina paremaks ning voit tulimaekdrgune.

Otepaa MK sprint poetas, nagu sprint ikka, oma loomulikul moel
nii voérdset minekut naidanud vdistlejaterivist Ghe suuruse teise
jarel. Naistest pani aga sellel karussellil kdige kindlamalt vastu
Petra Majdici jaks. Kus oli vaja ritmimuutust ja rasket t66d, seal
Petra selle ka tegi. Pole ime kui sama kindlat ja taktikakipset
maneeri ndeb ka Liberecis. Meeste sprindiheitlustel hakkas iga
ringiga domineerima Uha enam norralaste punast varvi
voistlusvorm. Kuni finaalini, kus 16puks lausa 5 norralast ka viis
esimest kohta héivavad. Kas suudab veel keegi sel talvel seda
Uleolekut hairida ja ka sellest raudsete sprinterite reast kuulub
MM i kuld ikkagi Ola Vige Hattestadile? Siin Otepaal paistsid
voimalikud vastused aga Uisna selgelt katte.

Kui I6puks veel Eesti suusatajatest paar motet lisada, siis eks ole
véaikesel suusamaal omad mured. Muredest vaba oli selle MK ajal
kindlasti aga Kristina Smigun oma pisitltre seltsis ja suurtest
(pdlvehada) muredest hakkas vabaks saama ka teine Eestimaa
suusasangar - Andrus Veerpalu. Teistele aga t6i Otepaa MK Uhe
murenoodi juurde — miks siiski teatud eelistusi pakkuvatel
koduradadel kbige paremini eilainud?

Korraldajate pool pani vdistluse jarel teele aga kerge
juubelimaiguga sénumi  2010. jaanuaris kohtume Otepaa MK
etapil juba kimnendat korda. Tere tulemast Nuustakule !

According to an age-old Estonian proverb, you must measure nine
times before you cut! This is the kind of precision and certainty that is
applied in the preparation for every World Cup Event and Ski Show in
Otepaa. Otepaa has been proud to be a perennial venue on the FIS
World Cup tour for nine years and every year we learn something new.
We have listened to, for example, what the contestants have had to say,
which has been particularly valuable as their feedback is generally
objective and constructive. We have listened to all the feedback we
have been given and systematically acted on making the Otepaa
experience better and more memorable every year.

This time everything went, once again, miraculously well. Worries were
forgotten, as the weather and the snow offered the skiers the skiing
conditions that were among the best in the history of Otepaa. Thanks to
this the event, which plays an important role in the preparations for
World Championships in Liberec, rolled smoothly, while at the same
time maintained its passionate and competitive nature.

There were plenty of interesting moments that kept the local and, once
again, numerous and enthusiastic audience cheerful. The national
teams also enjoyed the event, and so did all the individual participants,
whose strength and endurance were tested and compared against
others in the competition. Odd-Bjgrn Hjelmeset, who took part in the
Otepaa World Cup Event for the ninth time, was naturally quite aware of
the conditions in Otepaa and, as he said, he was now completely
healthy and ready to take part in the big competition again. Lucas
Bauer, who finished only at 11th in Tour de Ski, seemed to carry a sort of
an emotional burden and Otepaa was to add either extra weight or relief
to this burden. Another question on everyone's lips was, of course, how
would Dario Cologna, the comet of the season, perform? What about
Justyna Kowalczyk, who appeared to be in a good shape? Would she
be able to challenge the Finns and, of course, Petra Majdi¢?

Already on the first day the classic style distance gave clear hints of the
possible outcome of the World Championships in Liberec. Lukas Bauer
moved in his characteristically powerful style and afterwards he only
had a few weeks to get in top shape in order to triumph at the home
tracks. After a long break we also saw Andrus Veerpalu who was
recovering from health problems, and considering his condition he
performed quite well. However, there was no doubt that the exhaustion
from Tour de Ski still burdeoned some contestants (including Jaak Mae
and Aivar Rehemaa who performed on their home tracks). After
completing the sharp Tehvandi Climb many skiers felt as if the difficult
mountainous conditions of Central Europe had been brought to
Estonia. Yet, according to Vincent Vittoz, who participated in Otepaa
World Cup Event for the ninth time and was very satisfied with his third
place, the atmosphere was fantastic, the tracks were good and the
audience was fabulous. Justyna Kowalczyk did not show any signs of
exhaustion from the Vancouver competition some time ago. On the
contrary, her excellent shape seemed to improve along the way and her
lead was enormous.

In the sprint competition, equally competent skiers dropped out one by
one in each consecutive round, as is usually the case. Among women
Petra Majdi¢ demonstrated the best strength. Whenever a change of
pace was required, or heavy work needed to be done, Petra was up for
it. It was quite clear that she would show equally confident and well-
planned skiing tactics in Liberec as well. The Norwegian red skiing
uniform became more and more dominant by each round at the men's
sprint competition. This continued until five Norwegian skiers took no
less than five of the first places in the finals. Is it possible to challenge
their supremacy this time? Will Ola Vigen Hattestad still be among the
group of top sprinters who receive a golden medal at the World
Championships? This time in Otepaa the answers were rather obvious.

In conclusion it could be said that the small skiing country of Estonia
has some worries these days. However, it is safe to say that during this
competition skier Kristina Smigun was not touched by these worries, as
she spent the time with her small daughter instead of skiing. The other
Estonian skiing hero, Andrus Veerpalu, was still recovering from the
serious problems (his knee injury) he had been facing, and therefore
couldn't be expected to be at the top. For the other Estonian skiers,
however, Otepaa gave a reason to worry: their poor performance.

After the competition, the team of organizers sent out a jubilee
message: in January 2010 we will meet at the Otepaa World Cup Event
for the tenth time! Welcome to Nuustaku!
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Indrek Neivelt

MK on toonud
palju positiivseid
emotsioone

Otepad MK etapp on tbesti justkui meie talvine
laulupidu. Kohalviibijaid on kull vahem kui laulupeol,
aga see-eest vaatavad televiisorist neid voistlusi ka
need, keda muidu spordivoistlused kilmaks jatavad.
Otepaa MK etapid on olnud meie noore riigi jaoks
justkui nagu toestuseks, et me saame hakkama. Meie
sportlased on saanud tdusta maailma tipptasemele ja
samas oleme saanud pakkuda midagi ka muule
suusamaailmale — korraldades sellise suurvdistluse.
Seetbttu saab tddeda, et meie suusatajaid ja Otepaa
MK etappi voib nimetada osaks eestlase identideedist.

Otepaa MK etapi senine kbige suurem probleem on
olnud meie ilm. Siin elades ei saagi aru, et meie kandi
ilm ndnda muutlik on. Nii aga on juhtunud, et ks aasta
on liiga kulm ja ei saa vdistelda ning jargmine aasta on
jalle sula ja pole lund ning jalle on keeruline. Ning siis
keerab just meie kanti kdikide aegade suuremaid
torme... Igatahes on vdistluste korraldajad eesotsas
Alar Arukuusega saanud sona otseses mottes ,vett ja
vilet‘. Aga nad on oma Ulesannetega alati vaga hasti
hakkama saanud ja etappide korraldamine tdusnud
aina kdrgemale tasemele. Iga asi on alati olnud viimase
kui detailini paigas ning korraldus toiminud laitmatult.
Mulle on vahepeal isegi tundunud, et kbik on liiga hasti
ara organiseeritud. Samas juhina saan ma aru, et ega
teisiti ei saagi...

Olen veendunud, et igaliks, kes on sponsorina dla
alla pannud, tunneb ennast osana selles eduloos. Ja
mis saab olla parem tunne nii firmajuhile kui ka
tootajatele, kui see, et me oleme saanud aidata —
erinevatel aegadel ja erineval moel. Aidanud koos tuua
meie ellu nii palju positiivseid emotsioone. See on ka
pdhjus,miks ma ootan nii nagu ilmselt me kik jargmist
MK etappi Otepaal.

Tahaks jatkuvalt - rohkem ré6msaid sindmusi !
Indrek Neivelt

Hansapanga juht 1999 - 2005
Eesti Suusaliidu asepresident

* Hansapank, nliiidne Swedbank on olnud kdikidel Otepaéd MK del
voistluse peasponsor



MK sponsorite rivi on pikk. Sellele pildile on jaanud Uhed ustavamatest -
Indrek Neivelt (Hansapank) ja Arvo Kurkas (ISC).

World Cup Event
Brings Only
Positive Emotions

Otepaa World Cup event is for Estonians almost
like a national celebration — our ,wintertime song
festival“. Of course there are not so many people
present there than during the actual song festival,
but then there are many of those who usually remain
indifferent towards sports competitions yet still
watch this event on television. Otepaa World Cup
event serves as a kind of landmark for our small
nation — a proof of our capabilities. Our athletes
have achieved to rise among the world's best and at
the same time our country has had the chance to
offer something to the world of skiing—we organized
this extraordinary event. Because of that we can say
that our skiers together with Otepaa World Cup
event are almost like a part of an Estonian's identity.

The biggest problem we have faced so far
during our Otepaa World Cup event has been the
weather conditions. Living here, we normally do not
even understand exactly how capricious our
weather actually is. But it has been so that one year
it is too cold to compete and next year there is thaw
and because of that we have no snow. A year after
the biggest storm of our region ruins the
competition. The organizers, headed by Alar
Arukuusk, have been through many hardships
arranging this event. Still they have managed very
well each time, and the level of the event keeps
getting higher and higher. Everything has always
been in place to the last detail and the organization
has worked flawlessly. Sometimes it seems to me
that everything has been organized even too well,
but being myself a manager, | understand that you
cannotdoitany otherway....

| am very convinced that anyone who has
offered help as a sponsor is a contributor to the
success of this event. There cannot be any better
feeling, whether you are a corporate leader or an
employee, than to know that you have been
assisting it in different times and in different ways,
helping to bring so many positive emotions to our
lives. That is one of the reasons why me and many
others are waiting so much for the next Otepaa
World Cup event.

Looking forward to next happy events!

Indrek Neivelt
Director of Hansapank* 1999-2005
Vice president of Estonian Ski Association

*Hansapank, current Swedbank has been the main sponsor of all
Otepéé World Cup events
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...saab teoks Otepaal Tehvandi radadel juba uue |,
Vancouverimeelse suusahooaja esimese kolmandiku jarel - 16. ja
17 jaanuaril. Pole kahtlust, et kdik saab Otepaal tehtud nutdki
parimal - FIS MK nduete tasandil. Ainult, et vditjaid ei saa me tana,
paar kuud enne, veel kuidagi ara nimetada. Polegi vaja, las
hooaeg votab oma 6iged tuurid tles!

Pigem ongi selle, kimnenda suusaetenduse loo eesmargiks mitte
ajast ette rutata, vaid pilk n.0. ,aetud jalgedele” heita. Teate kull
kui oled ilusasse ja kohevasse lumme suusajaljed likanud, siis
paratamatult tahad korraks ule 6la kiigata kuidas rada sai ?
Otepaa MK vdib kogu senise korralduslooga julgelt oma
LSisseaetud kimnekale® pilgu heita, et siis edasi samas toimekas
tempos jatkata. ..

Kui olete ehk ka eelmise iheksa (suusa) etenduse lood jéudnud
labi lugeda, siis on kerge ka edasises arutelus kaasa moelda. Mis
motted siis MK aastad 1999-2010tekitavad?

Eks esimene tunne on ikkagi monus ja rahulolu pakkuv me oleme
hakkama saanud! Ei, ma ei mdtle siinkohal ainult rohkesti kiitust
saanud eestlastest korraldajatevage, vaid kogu suusamaailma
joudusid, kes sellest Otepaa MK-loost on aidanud igal aastal
positiivse sénumi tekitada. Nagu tunnistas mulle Uks igipdline
Nuustakukandi suusamees  kui vaatan mistahes riigi
tippsuusatajaid taas parast Otep&é voistlusi, kas siis muudel MK-
del voi ka tiitlivoistlustel, siis on nad nagu head tuttavad. Miks?
parin vastu. Aga eks sellepédrast, et kui oled ndinud neid
siinsamas Tehvandi téusul pingutamas ja hoomad kui tihe on
heitlus maailma tipus, siis muutub iga voitia saavutus Ulimalt
l&dhedaseks. Meie Otepdad MK on mulle maailma tippsuusatajad
koduseks toonud —suurténu!

Tundub aga, et ka maailma suusaeliit on selle ajaga tahtmatult
end n.6. ,Otepaa usku“ poodrdunud. Uskudes taiesti siiralt ja
jaagitult, et siin peabki kdik nii korras ja ladus olema. Senini on
toesti, ja iimselt ka selle uskumise mdjul, nii ka lainud. Isegi kdige
ekstreemsemad olud — pakane, sula, torm, hadavajalik valge
rajatriip Ule pruunikasroheliste valjade - pole seda Nuustaku usku
vaarata suutnud, vaid hoopis oma lisavarvinguid andnud.
Teatakse — seal Eestis ongi sellised heitlikud talved, aga neist
voetakse korraldajate poolt alati see viimane ja parim voimalik
variantvalja...

Kui kulalislahked me pole ka olnud, siis antagu meie sdprade
poolt andeks meil on kdik need aastad olnud mangus ka omad
huvid. Usna ambitsoonikad, aga sportlikult aumehelikud. Me
oleme tahtnud védita ja kus siis veel, kui mitte omas kodus. Seda
kodusseinte vahel véimenduvat soovi ja painet tuntakse nii Lahtis
kui Val di Fiemmes, Oleme saanud nende kiimne aasta jooksul
ainulaadse voimaluse seda Ulimat Uritamistahet tunda ja vahel ka
teoks teha. Ulimad tanud teile, kdik kaasvdistlejad — sest nagu
olete tadhele pannud, siis iga eesti suusataja pjedestaalile
joudmine ja seda kompromissitus heitluses teiega, on muutunud
siin Otepaal lausa rahvuslikuks kangelasteoks ...

Kuidagi ei saa médda minna veel ihest kimne aasta tegijast -
kogu sellest suurest ja soojast pealtvaatajate vaest, kes on
trotsinud ilma ja olusid, viimasel ajal ka majandus-muresid, aga
siiski tulnud ja tulnud. Ka neile on korraldajad koos innukate
toetajatega tahtnud luua eelkdige suure ja meeldiva elamuse ,
mille olete siis igaaastaste suusaetenduste ndol ette kandnud teie
- maailma suusaeliit.

Nii on need kimme suusatamise tippetendust médda lendamas
ja tdéestanud ilmekalt, et me koik oleme koos seda vajanud, nagu
paljut muudki meie igapaevases Pdhjamaises elus...

...will be held on the ski tracks of Tehvandi in Otepaa on January
16" and 17", when the first third of pre-Vancouver season is over.
There is no doubt that the event shall once again be organised in
the best possible way, following all the requirements set by FIS.
The only thing that cannot be guaranteed at the moment, just a
few months before the contest, are the names of the winners. But
that is not necessary either let's just give this skiing season an
energetic start!

The aim of the tenth Otepaa World Cup Event is not to predict the
future but rather to take a look back at the “traces” that are already
there. You know, skiing through beautiful and fleecy snow makes
you want look over your shoulder at the nice freshly created ski
tracks. The tracks created by the past nine Otepaa World Cup
Events give the organizers a reason to take a proud look back and
to continue on the same path.

Let's hear some thoughts on the Otepaa World Cup Events of
1999-2010 from the contestants' point of view. Reading about the
previous events might make it even easier to identify with their
experiences. The initial feelings are, of course, those of
satisfaction and enjoyment we did it! This does not only refer to
the praised Estonian organizers but also the fierce top-level
contestants, who have each year made this event unforgettable.
As one of the skiers, who was born in Nuustaku and has lived here
all his life, said: “Whenever | meet the top skiers of any country in
other World Cup Events after Otep&é, they seem like very good
friends of mine”.

According to him, the reason for this is: “Because, once | have
seen all these skiers working hard at the Tehvandi Climb and
understood how close the competition is at the top level, the
achievements of other skiers mean more and more to me. The
World Cup competitions of Otepéé have made the top skiers of the
world very close to me and for this | thank you!”

It also seems that the world's skiing elite has over the years
converted into the “Faith of Otepaa”. This doctrine is based on
believing sincerely and without hesitation that the preparations of
the event run smoothly and the competition goes as planned, and
that one can always count on thatin Otepaa. Indeed, this has been
the case so far, and the faith might have had its own role in
securing it. Not even the most extreme weather conditions frost,
wetness, storm, or lack of snow have succeeded in diminishing
the power of this faith. Instead, these harsh conditions make the
competition more exciting. Everyone knows that this is what
Estonian winters are like and the organizers do their best in taking
maximum advantage of the existing conditions.

However hospitable we Estonians might have been in organizing
this event, now we must take time to apologize to our friends and
admit that throughout all these years we have also had our own
interests in mind. These interests are rather ambitious but at the
same time as fair as can be expected from any sportsman. We
have wanted to win and where else, if not at home, could the
victory taste sweeter. This wish and pressure to triumph,
reinforced by home games, can be felt in Lahti as well as in Val di
Fiemme. During these past years we have also had a chance to
feel this wish to succeed and some years have indeed been
successful to us. We would like to thank all of you, our fellow
contestants, because, as you might have noticed, each Estonian
skier, who has stepped onto the podium after a long and merciless
competition with you, has been recognized as a national hero here
in Otepaa!

There are also other important components that have throughout
these ten years played the key roles of the Otepaa event. One of
them is the large and warm audience which ignores the weather
conditions and comes every year to support the skiers. One must
also remember to thank the organisers, who have, in cooperation
with the enthusiastic sponsors and supporters, put a lot of effort
into making the competition a great and pleasant event starring
the world's skiing elite.

Indeed, the tenth top-level Otepaa World Cup Event is soon upon
us and these competitions have proven to be just as an essential
component of our Nordic life as many other everyday events!
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Alar Arukuusk

Kogu Eesti
suusaaktivistide
uhistool maailma
paremikku!

Otepadal toimuvatest rahvusvahelistest vodistlustest
unistasid suusatamisega lahedalt seotud inimesed
aastakiimneid. Otepaa laeks ENSV aegadel jai kahjuks
siiski vaid uleliiduliste tiitlivoistluste korraldamine.
Rahvusvahelisest suusatamisest saime aimu ainult Eesti
televisooni vahendusel OM ja MM - vdistluste varvikaid
ulekandeid jalgides.

Seega on Usna loogiline, et 1998. aastal votsime vastu
ootamatu ettepaneku korraldada Otepaal murdmaa-
suusatamises maailmakarikavoistluste etapp. limselt keegi
meist ei kujutanud ette, et sellest areneb valja nii suure
edulooga Uritus, mis muutub maailma suusatajate jaoks
lausa iga-aastaseks oodatud siindmuseks. Veel vahem
teadsin mina, Otepdd MK vdistluse direktori kohta vastu
vottes, milline pingeline ja vastutusrikas t66 seisab ees
pikkadeks aastateks.

T6si - olid minulgi mingid kogemused ja teadmised ligi
kiimne aastat Tartu Maratoni ja Suverulli vdistlust juhtides ja
korraldades, kuid MK tasandi jaoks tuli ikkagi koigega
alustada lausa nullist.

Onneks oli MK vaistluse korraldamine Otepaéal kogu
Eesti suusatamise jaoks nii oodatud stindmus, et praktiliselt
kéik 90 -ndate aastate I6pus Eestis tegutsenud
suusaaktivistid liitusid voistluste korraldamiseks Uhtseks
meeskonnaks. Just see - Uhtse korge teotahtega ja
motivatsiooniga meeskonna olemasolu ongi Otepaa MK
Uheks parliks, mida tuuakse FIS-i tasemel eeskujuks ka
teistele. Mulle meenub just esimese Otepaa MK vdistluse
FIS TD Peter Petriceki valjadeldu, seda just peale suures
vihmas ja sulaga toimunud esimest vdistlust. Otepaale tulles
olla ta olnud valmis tunduvalt hullemini korraldatatud
voistluseks. Ta ei uskunud, et eestlased nii lUhikese
ettevalmistusajaga suudavad nii tapselt FIS reeglitele
vastavalt kdike korraldada. Kuid juba Otepaale saabudes
nagi ta Usna professionaalset ning sarasilmset meeskonda,
kes koikidele tema ettepanekutele reageeris koheselt
paranduste teostamisega. Just tema valjadeldu andis
isiklikult minule kinnitust, et ju me polegi siis muu maailma
silmis niimahajaanud ja kullap saame hakkama.

Kodige raskemad aastad kiimne MK ettevalmistamisel
olid ilmselt just 1999. ja 2001. talve vdistluste
ettevalmistamine. Kui esimene kord oli vaja ju naidata, et
saame Otepaal sellega hakkama, siis teine kord - pikema
ettevalmistusajaga tegutsedes (2001) tahtsime téestada, et
saame voistlust ka vaga atraktiivselt korraldada. See 2001.
aasta kujuneski murranguliseks ning alates 2003. aastast
toimuvad Otepaa voistlused nuud igal aastal.

Loomulikult tegime iga vdistluse ettevalmistamiseks
iimselt rohkem t66d kui mis iganes MK korraldaja mujal
maailmas. Meie latt on téstetud ndudmiste osas voimalikult
kérgele ja nii nagu Mati Alaver on Oelnud, korraldatakse
Otepaal igal aastal pigem MM védistlust kui MK etappi. Kdik
see on olnud aga teadlik tegevus, et nende monede
aastatega kaotada suur mahajadmus ja niimoodi korvata ka
vbimaluste puudumine pikkade aastakiimnete jooksul. Ja
tegelikult sai taoline pingutamine ka tasutud tunnustus tuli
juba 2005 aastal, mil Otepaa MK vdistlus kuulutati FIS-i poolt
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koige pressisdbralikumaks MK vdistluseks ning olime FIS-i
hinnangul kéikide hooaja murdmaavadistluste vordlemisel kdige
paremini korraldatud etapp.

Kimne aasta jooksul on juhtunud Otepaa MK korraldamisel
nii méndagi. On loomulik, et Ukski meie voistlus pole saanud olla
soltumata ilmataadi tahtmistest. Meenub esimene -1999. aasta
voistlus, kui olime kull sisuliselt mustale maale kokku tassinud
kunstlumest voistlusraja, aga voistluspdeva hommikul kell 4
Tehvandi hoonest valjudes véttis mind vastu ootamatult maha
sadanud 10 cm marga lund. V&i 2003. aasta, kui esimese
voistluspaeva varahommikul 66pimeduses naitas auto
kraadiklaas Otepaa madalamates kohtades -40 kraadi. V6i 2005.
aasta puhapaeva hommikul kella 4 ajal Otepaad tabanud tormi
tunnistamine, kui staadioni ja territooriumi aiad puhiti tuule poolt
kokku lausa mu enda silme all.

Kbdik need ilmataadi tembud on néudnud tdesti imekiiret ja
operatiivset tegutsemist ning Force Majore puhuste otsuste
tegemist. Ja ka sellega on Otepaa MK korraldusmeeskond siiani
Uhiselt Uksteist toetades hakkama saanud.

Otepaa MK 11- aastane edulugu on olnud vdimalik teoks teha
hea korraldusmeeskonna, Tehvandi keskuse pakutavate
tingimuste, ETV poolt voistlustest toodetud hea rahvusvahelise
pildi, Eesti suusatajate suurte ootuste ning muidugi ka Eesti
fantastilise suusapubliku olemasolul.

Lubatagu siinkohal sellest suurest koondpildist valja tuua siiski
mdned olulisemad asjaolud.

*Korraldusmeeskonna eduka toimise Uheks votmeisikuks on
algusest peale olnud Tiit Pekk, kelle pohjalikud teadmised FIS-i
reeglitest ja koostéd FIS -iga on kujundanud vaieldamatult
Otepaa MK arengut just rahvusvahelises plaanis.

*Voistluste korralduse heaks eelduseks on ka kurikuulsa
Tehvandi 5km raja (mida voistluste saamise hetkel veel ju ei
olnud) ning staadioni maaala olemasolu. Loomulikult on kahju, et
alles 2011. aastaks saab staadion valmis Otepaa MK vdistlusele
vastavaks areeniks, kuid parem hilja kui mitte kunagi. Tana, 11
aastat peale esimest MK d on ikka tsna piinlik vaadata tollaseid
staadionirajatisi ja ndutavate tingimuste puudumist, kuid
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korraldajate suure t66ga ajutiste ehituste paigaldamisel ei ole ka
senine staadion saanud siiski takistuseks Otepaa MK
korraldusele.

*Kindlasti ei uskunud keegi meist, et Eestist ja Otepaalt
toodetud rahvusvaheline telepilt jouab kimnete miljonite
televaatajateni tle maailma. Vaadatavuse rekordid Otepaalt
klitinivad isegi Ule 40 miljoni televaataja. See toestab, et ETV
poolt toodetud Otepaa MK telepilt on olnud neile huvipakkuv ja
nauditav.

*Otepaa MK arengus on kindel koht ka Eesti suusatajate edul
ja olen veendunud, et need edulood on arenenud Uksteist
toetades. Sai ju Kristiina Smigun just Otepaal esimese eestlaste
poodiumikoha MK etappide ajaloos uldse. Tuleb tunnistada, et
mitte kdikidel MK etappide korraldajatel ei 6nnestu ndha omasid
voistluse voitjana. Andrus Veerpalu on meile samasuguse
kingituse teinud 2005. aastal, mida téiendas veel ka Jaak Mae
oma poodiumikohaga.

Kui Usna tihti ksitakse minult, et mille nimel sa seda rasket

t606d teed, siis eks omade hea esinemine on see suurim téanu, mis
toob ka vasinud peakorraldajale roémupisara silma.
*Otepaa eduloos on vaaramatu koht ka Eesti suusapublikul,
keda tegelikult esimesest Otepaa voistlusest peale hakati
vordlema kuulsa Holmenkolleni Norra publikuga ja peetakse
niudseks maailma asjatundlikumaks publikuks.

Otepaa MK peakorraldajana tanan veelkord sadu
koostoopartnereid, tuhandeid korraldajaid, kimneid tuhandeid
pealtvaatajaid ja miljoneid televaatajaid oma panuse andmise
eest selle Uheteistkimne aasta jooksul. Nende suurvdistluste
kaudu on loodud hea eeldus Otepaa muutumiseks toeliseks
suusamekaks ning tahteks siin veelgi suuremaid vdistlusi
korraldada. Selle kinnituseks toimuvadki juba 2011. aastal
Tehvandil FIS-i Juunioride ja U23 vanuseklassi MM -voistlused
murdmaasuusatamises, kahevoistluses ja suusahtpetes. See
on téesti suurja innustav valjakutse ja selle nimel me praegu taas
Uhiselt ka pingeliselt tootame.

Alar Arukuusk
Otepéa MK voistluste peakorraldaja 1999-2010
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Among the World's Best Through the Cooperation

of All Estonian Ski Activists!

People connected with skiing dreamed for years about organizing
international competitions at Otepaa. Sadly, in the times of ESSR,
the best Otepaa could do was organizing the championships of
USSR. We got a glimmer of international skiing only by following
the colorful broadcasts of Olympic Games and World Cup events
onETV.

Thus it's quite understandable that in 1998 we accepted the
unexpected proposal to organize a Cross Country World Cup
event at Otepaa. Probably none of us could imagine this would
develop into such a prosperous undertaking, becoming a yearly
long-awaited event for the skiers of the world. Accepting the post of
Otepaa World Cup event's director, | knew even less of the
strenuous and responsible work stretching for long years into my
future.

It is true that | did have some experience and knowledge, having
led the organization of the Tartu Maraton and Suverull
competitions, but for World Cup level, | had to start everything from
the scratch.

Luckily the organizing of a World Cup event in Otepaa was such an
awaited occasion that almost all ski activists working in Estonia in
the late 1990s joined into a team to make this competition happen.
The availability of a united team full of willingness and motivation is
a pearl of the Otepaa World Cup event an example to others at FIS
level. | remember exactly the words of FIS TD Peter Petricek at the
first Otepad World Cup event, just after the first competition had
taken place in heavy rain and melting of snow. Coming to Otepaa
he had expected an event much worse organized. He did not
believe Estonians can arrange everything exactly to the FIS rules
on such a short notice. But when he arrived at Otepaa he met witha
quite professional and sparkle-eyed team reacting with immediate
actions to his suggestions. Namely his words gave me personal
confidence that we are not so undeveloped in the eyes of the world
and we will certainly manage.

The hardest years preparing those ten World Cup events were
probably 1999 and 2001. On first occasion we had to prove we at
Otepaa can do it at all, while the second time, having a longer time
for preparations, we wanted to show already that we can organize
also a very attractive competition. The year 2001 became a
breakthrough and since 2003 the competitions at Otepaa take
place yearly.

Of course we worked more to prepare each event than any other
World Cup event organizer in the world. Our sights are set as high
as possible in exaction and, as Mati Alaver has said, Otepaa rather
organizes the World Championship than a World Cup event each
year. However, all this has been conscious choice to use these
years for making up our backwardness and so compensate the
lack of possibilities we had during long decades. And, in fact, our
efforts have been repaid renown came as soon as 2005 when the
World Cup event in Otepaa was claimed the most press-friendly
World Cup event by FIS, and FIS considered us the best organized
competition among all the cross country events of the season.

During ten years a lot has happened while organizing the Otepaa
World Cup. Itis natural that none of our competitions has been free
of the whims of Father Frost. | remember the first event in 1999,
when we had piled a track of artificial snow on bare earth but as |
stepped out of the Tehvandi building at 4 o'clock in the morning of
the first day of the competition, | was greeted by 10 centimeters of
wet snow fallen overnight. Or the year 2003, when the car
thermometer reading was minus 40° by Celsius in the early
morning darkness in lower places at Otepaa on the morning of the
first day of competitions. Or witnessing the storm that struck
Otepaa on Sunday at4 a.m. in 2005, where the wind was crushing

the fences at the stadium and all over the territory in front of my own
eyes.

All these freaks of weather have really required lightning-fast and
operative action and force majeure decision-making. And the
organizing team of Otepaa World Cup event has done it together to
this day, helping each other.

The 11-year success story of Otepaa has been enabled by a good
organizing team, the possibilities offered at the Tehvandi Centre,
the good international TV broadcast produced by ETV, the great
expectations of Estonian skiers and, of course, the existence of our
fantastic Estonian ski spectators.

*One of the key persons of successfully operating organization
team has been, from the very beginning, Tiit Pekk whose deep
knowledge of FIS rules and how to cooperate with FIS have
inarguably shaped the development of Otepaa World Cup,
especially at the international level.

*A good prerequisite for a well-organized competition is the
existence of the notorious Tehvandi 5 km track (that didn't exist at
the moment of getting the event) and the stadium. Of course it is
sad that the construction of the new stadium facilities will be
finished only in 2011, but better late than never. Today, 11 years
after the first World Cup event, it's rather embarrassing to look at
the old stadium buildings and the lack of required conditions;
however, with the great effort of the organizers to erect temporary
buildings the existing stadium has never become an obstacle to
arranging the Otepaa World Cup.

*Certainly none of us believed the international TV broadcast
produced in Estonia and from Otepaa would reach tens of millions
of viewers all over the world. The viewing records from Otepaa
reach even as high as over 40 million of TV viewers. This proves
the ETV broadcast has been interesting and enjoyable for them.

*The success of Estonian skiers has a firm place in the
development of Otep&é and | am sure these success stories have
unfolded supporting each other. Kristina Smigun was the first
Estonian in the whole history of World Cup events to gain a place at
the podium namely at Otepaa. It's to be admitted, not all organizers
of World Cup events can see their own people as winners. Andrus
Veerpalu has given us this gift in 2005, with the addition of Jaak
Mae's place at the podium.

While I'm often asked why | do this hard work, | suppose the good
performance of our skiers is the greatest thanks bringing tears of
joy tothe eyes of even the tired head organizer.

*Another part in the Otepaa success story is taken by the Estonian
ski spectators who were compared even after the very first event at
Otepaa, with the famous spectators at Holmenkollen, Norway, and
are now regarded the most competent spectators in the world.

As the head organizer of the Otepaa World Cup event | thank again
our hundreds of partners, thousands of assistants, tens of
thousands of spectators and millions of TV viewers for giving their
contributions during these eleven years. Through this major event
a good precondition has been created to change Otepaa into a true
paradise for skiers and support the will to organize even bigger
competitions here. As a testimony to this in 2011 Tehvandi will host
the FIS Junior and U23 class World Championships in cross
country skiing, nordic combined and ski jumps. This is truly a great
and inspiring challenge, and for this, we are working together
intensely again.

Alar Arukuusk
Head organizer ofthe Otepda World Cup 1999-2010
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Majutus (69 kohta)

Puhkemaja (10 kohta)

Toitlustus (90 kohta, avatud 12-20)
Spordirajatised professionaalidele
Tipp- ja rahvasporditritused
Vaatetorn

Kelgumagi

Suusarajad

Suusahlppemagi

Lasketiirud

Alpitoad

Seminarid

Saunad

Estonian Ski Resort N21

TEHVANDI

SPORT CENTER
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Accommaodation (69 beds)
Holiday home (10 beds)
Catering (90 seats, opened 12-20)
Sports facilities for professionals
Top and mass sport events
Viewing platform

Sledge hill

Different ski tracks

Ski jumping hill

Biathlon shooting ranges

Alpine rooms

Seminars

Saunas

Niipli kiila, 67408 Otepaa vald, Valgamaa ¢ tel +372 766 9500, fax +372 766 9503 tehvandi@tehvandi.ee
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FIS NORDIC JUNIOR & UZ23

WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

OTEPAA ¢ Estonia 2011

Tehvandi Sport Center « January 25 — 31

Estonian Ski Resort N21

TEHVANDI
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www.tehvandi.ee




